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. -A PETITION for PEACE, &c: 
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WHEREIN 


as Heart can wiſh. + 


Nallum pernicioſins Odinm eft, quim 
dere. Senec. 'E 


. By Rocrzrs L'Esrrance 
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TO THEE 


PRESBYTERIAN DIVINES 


The PUBLISHERS, and Abettoire 
of APAMPHLET, Emitnled, 


-Ai'PEFITION: for LIES: | 
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Paby HH: you may not glory ei- 
SIA ther-in your Cauſe,. or;For- 
tune, you are here Con- 
pomp to ſuffer Publique 


oY WR my to o make Mee 
Drone of the Conqueſt; far ye fight- againſt 
your ſelves , and fall by your own Weapons. 
Thisds the Certain : Fate of all your Stri- 
! vings-againſt the. Right.'of | Biſhops. The 
<p- Liberties yo challenge, muſt be allow'd 
| again by. Ton to the People: and where's your 
Holy Diſcipline then ? Thus are ,ye, Brokgn 
4poin:your own Wheel, and your, Selves £+AFER | 
to, na Sg d for Ochers,.: wot 
A 2 = The ; 


- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 

The wdl-weighipg of This Conſequence 
twenty years ago, might have ſav'd a great 
deal of Sin, and Treaſure - it may prevent 
the ſame again , (for ought T kipw) even 
at This Tulane , duly to confider it : for to 
deal freely, GentTemen; 'you are yow-Re- 
entred upon that Buy + path that leads 
- from Heaven to Hell , from Conſcience to 
Difobedience :: from the Reforving Pulpit to 
the Kings Scaffold.” How ſhall I reconctle 
that Rewerence I bear your CharaGer,. with 
the juſt Indignation due to. your: Adings *, 


ne | pry *f G Va 5% va 
You: have of Jate Publih'd a o 
Thus called; "in 


A PETITION for PEAC 
with the R formation 0 ; he 


Your Petition appears fortified with Twen- 
ty Reaſons, which I take a Freedome to 
reply.upon,, andI make a litfle bold too 
with your Litzrgy : ſubmitting the Reaſon 
of Al}, tothe Judgement of the Indifterent. 
World; and to your {elves my Dedication. 

Your Writings are like the Peſtilence 

| . _ - that 


ws Hf 


that walketh by Night-; and the Plague that 
deftroyeth'at Noon-day. They ſteal. out, and 
diſperſe themſelves in the dark, but the Ma- 
lice of their Operation is Publique. . | 
© Many unſeemly Circumſtances there are 
in the menage of this your Pampblet,which 
I refer to their proper Notes : but ſince you : 
plead the Kings Authority for what ye did ; 
| it will behoove menn the firſt place to clear 
that point; and no way better then from 
the very Words of his Majeſtzes Commiſſ;on; 
direqing, | 

- i Toadwviſe conſult upon and about the Book of * 
Common Prayer, and the ſeveral objeftions and 
exceptions, which ſhall now be raiſed againſt 
the ſame, and. ( if occafion be.) to make ſuch” 
reaſonable and neceflary alterations: corre- 
Ghons, and amendments therein, as by and be- 
twees you, the ſaid Arch-Biſbop , Biſhops , 
DoSonrs, and Perſons hereby - required and ' 
antborized to meet and adviſe as aforeſaid , 
ſball be agreed #por to be needfiuls and exped;- 
ent , for the giving Satisfaftion to tender Con- - 
ſeiences, and the reftoring and continuance of 
peace and unity in the Churches under our- pro« 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
How far Tour Liberties agree with. Theſe 
Limitations, be yow-your ſelves the Judges. 


I am afraid you'll think my Introdubtion 
{cme-whar below the Dignity of” the Stb- 
je&; but though the Argument | in It "ſelf be 
grave, methinks your menage of 44 15 
excecding pleaſant : In truth, ſo much, 
that all your ſober i will hardly 


make me Iwallow 1 it for arneft. * 


' You know we have had. a Long and 
Bloody War, Gentlemen : and the fame 
Actions which on the Legal fide , were: Du- 


ty, Piety, and Fuftice , were in the Ad- 
verſe Party, no other then: Rapine., *Muvy- 
ther, and Rebellion. Theſe Crimes call for 
Repentence , and either Chriſtianity-.is but :a 
ftory, or it concerns thoſe People that have 
This Load upon their Conſciences, frankly'; 
and ſeaſonably to diſcharge themſelves. 
Would not a Searching Sermon now and 
then upon this SubjeF,” do -as-much good 
as a Diſcourſe of humane Impoſrtions ? 'Tis 
not an At of Pardon , and Oblivion, witl 
bring Them off, at the great day, that have 
rheſe Horrours unaccompted for. "As Pab- 
lique mph: » Kings may refnit Publique 


Offences, © ; 


Th be EpjpleDd Dedes ery. 


e193 and bs Thofanihd Quomat ye 
| Thinſthocs, + The Royal Power : ex- 
n $ but to. the Law not to the Conſcience. 
They ſhall, not \Dye- for That-which' yec 
they-may be Damwd.tor-A-man that Robs a 
Church may ſcape the Wheel, - and: yet the 
Sacriledge cleave to his Fingers. - ' 

In fine;zMorarehs may difpenſe with their 
vip Laws, and interpole:. betwixt the, Gib- 
'ber, and the Offender ; but betwixt Sin and 
Vengeance'5-- Guilt, and the. dreadful &roke 
of Divine Fuſtice : ; theggis-but oe Mediator: 
1 before whoſe Majeſty Fs are bat: anima- 

ted Shadows, and all the dazling Glories of 
this World, a Black Obſcarity. In ſhort ; he 
"that has made ' his! Peace: with, the. Log 
-andinoct with his own Sorl'::-on Earth,. and 
not in Heawen;has:done the. leaſt un of his 
buſineſs. | Yigls 


You are now crying upThoſe People for 
he Coaly Party Whole wcetched Souls 
ere by the Magick of your Covenant-Holy- 

, - a8 aſe char' into Diſobedience. You're Scru- 
pulizing now again about the Lawfulneſs of 
Ceremonies : . but not a word, touching the 


Unlewfulneſs, ol che War. "For ſhame, for 
ſhame, | 
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arid thatupon/theſame;preſumption 'of.ja 
Trogivery Sapyeſition,. they Tay yet 

the ſame Steps again. 
_ Tell them howill they did to Goku againſt 

the King:(if you believe 'twas ill | i, a 
their Repentance and bewayl Publiquely your 
own Engapements. in that ſinful Quarrel : You 
betray otherwiſe the Souls ye plead for,into 
a final bardneſs,-- iggo an Obſtivate , and Ini- 
pemitent Security. 

This 1s ſo undeniably your Duty, _ 
you ſtill adhereto your ficſt- Caule,) that 
there's no Shifting: ſothat the Trya/ of your 
iwep®y depends upon this office : If you be 

ruly Loyat, and Repentant , wherever you 
kites Preach'd diſobedience , you will Recant 
it : however your Confeſſion muſt be as Pub- 
Tique as your Sin. Without This cleerneſs 
al your Talk of O_ weighs. not a 
Nut-ſbell, Only betake your ſelves to your 
own Paſtoral. Diſcipline ; And there [ leave 


ye. 


Your humble Servant; + " 


Roger a "Eran 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
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hand ; bur finding 0 cavſe for t, either tn n Thowghts | 

er Papers, I went. in, fe he hr Po . 
" T his marneng, an the ptrfetting of my Bock , 
1 receiv'd notice of 4 Candelows K ore abous ibs” wf ; and 
which ( they ſay ) erage 4. That I am. 
pzinting of a General Lift ,. of all thoſe 'Perforis row itt 1m- 
pogmen [ent ,, Which formerly bare Arms'or Office againft the 


x Who cor ſpeaks this as wpon knowledge, tells a thing falſe 

«pd foul. .-* xd Sp | 
1 ans not ſuch an Aſs, 4s not tonnderſtand the miſchievous 
bo neg} it : nor ſuch a Knave , 4s to.ongage in what 1 
judge ſo grols, aud ſo unlawful. But ſince the malice of wine 
enemes wants Matter , for the leaf colour of a= AFcuiation , 
" I ruft be crulh'd by Calumny , and oxce agais contdemi'd un- 
heard; now (x pretence ) for diſhono:ing the King ,, as I was 
;- | +... , fo:merly 


Have been of late follrected by FORE Perfeni'to hold my 


me £ 
{3 L THE 
ORB T ele ans 
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Caveat, ©We are with reverence to believe, that where he ( the 
| pag. 18, © King ) knows the Perſon he Prefers, or Saves, he knows like- 
pO . © wiſe the Keaſon of his Bownt y or Morey ; and we are not to 
* pry into forbidden ſecrets, 


a. --woe,f 
ay © 


3s 7 2s "Mi. 1 oy 
4 k 


CE. | $#® F © fc”, = - \s <q - 
Ws he Ra [alk Gorvare I el to Þi Naje- 
ſty, were a Good and a Loyal piece of iervice : 4s (*tis, aud 
ever was my judement ) it were the contrary to make it pub- 
hick , for that were to invade an Act of Parliament , to aſſault 
the Party. Whereas the other 1s ( as [underſtand it ) onely, 
dutiful ad modeſt” office toward his-MajeRty. i as F 
, General Rules have therr-Exceptions; and beyond doviht, Pa 
ficulars there are, . whom they that plac'd them there , would 
not his Majeſty ſhoufd take notice of, - Nether do ] preſume 
t2 blame even Thoſe, bu: 7 propoſe to ſheiy them. | 


' If Services of this .Quaticy be rendred dangerous , "tir owl 


for thoſe people that are weaty of their Lives, to be Honeſt 3 and: 
[l coment my ſelf ſill to be one of them, | 


One Note, and I have done. My Crime #s not the raking into” 
pardon'd Actions, but for expoſing Relapſers , 4rd diſcoverigg... 
new. Combinations. .. | Fe” 
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ETITION 


The Marks of Go thy wayes- Preften Fobn,; never: badaf the Marque; 


the Beaſt, 


- To 


AND: ALDERMEN N Olber' ry. 

oayy Mus ak pe NES Bris wh: his old 

't \t hunts in Couples g0qd 

Falls have Prinred 75r-fomld legs tar TE They 

do. the King a Kindreſſe, to fop at Sedition. Indeed *tis rey 
exti'd 


th2ir-old Jmeprimatur-2: was {ountickily- 
Good Office into Ire'and ; We Qrould have had the Toy Pamp'd 


ae with naps. 4 
Ch len EVE TH 
Die Ee : Fenopy the 
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Crine Auler , Ef ger Ore , : Bois "Pede;? "ÞKp- AR 1.0 


Rem ppagnam probes Katie x ſe. boynes F- Ka il 
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kk, Y ww 8 aw c.. 


Four #hite Feet , a Wall-Eye , and fond nerther Wing, m nor 
ings 4 thou' tbh DWivhariac thee "SL I-11 d ph ph 


Here's firſt y, pom peta +. Foxys of 
Prined :-Publi ive) ford, WI 5 
a wy 


at firſt daſh affronts the Peeping Ryjal, an the 
pj 


Groernment.. Lon og 
. Obſetve next; that "ix done by" Strilel-e pt 

which gives ſhrevid Sulpigjon* 0f-Hl-mcas] 
that be@knbhy Winkle ner. 


ky » HhotpheRr 
+Ei66k'ift the F#Þre | place") 66! the 
divine, youll ſearce' as arty Bi Sricklr wh Ko) 
thatha5n0t beth an Evemy tothe Nong, -* * 


th TLIE notice; - 
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| . EDI —=—-being.t 
| Preahyners ſecfootin 7 rye, Td ar 
| wt poalong with it? ter attends SO LERK 
Fee 7 The WA: RE's a py: agne thin Ki NAHES 
{ | MENT: >” NER 

Once more ; who- kaokeebilt int havel noſe this'Jrunttur; 
for ſome; More mwealcion ends > - 


| \-They: ;i0t thekled to make Faris eo — tet their 

6 f5 a ch'd Seditien 

1 Db epnor now 

The Parliaments adjoury'd, phy in this 7 4 ns. be. _ 

yonddoubt they think to'do their Bufineiſe : what can be Yo 
the drife of this their Challenging Peritron'; ard at' 
nfecyinaye Inſtant , but to ou pitate a Breach, and dif, ops "ot 

A com- 

» | mon with the F attion y then t to diſcourle what worders the next 

bing thief This.” 

a - Unthankful Creatures ! have the ſo ſoon Torgor » whoſav'd 
them 2: Fheic Honeſty," night forſq0 th ſhotNows repente. 

h inſel6:up from Fell to Heaver.- "Tis a'wide ep -* fromt $45 

1. Rl rHedge, to fri Holyneſt : tnnnn—fron opera. = pot 

f\ jo the advancing of the Myſticn raj == from Liw- 


op «Mercile fſiox of Gods 
Es RK -In-fine; *68 Toge” 

Drofs of- Humanity ,- | 

the raſe befobehy 
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- maks os SEket With 4 PPE: 
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bo d Spe robe a: all _ Ex Gal ; as Tam: 79a who 
But why to the People firſt ? Unlels they intend to make. uſe 
of- them? and whilit »ſe can they make, but Yoolexce.? This 
is to ſay,” thatif the: Ny will not do them Reaſor, the Peo- 
ple ſhall. Next; ſo many ? pas to beget- wm Lev 
affetton to the Ejabl; 'd Lien ! 7 
. Inſhort ;, Whats all This , buelto.cry Fire ,. of Adurthtr 
to the Nation ;;/hen they rhemſelves., are the  Aggreſſonrs ; and 
tis a Flame of their own kindling? 
Truly theſe are Symptomes (as the Country Fellow (ai oE 
3 eg; ; 'We'll.come a little. NEaer now, _ feel 
wlſe.. 


P = — 
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» Hy Jour Leaue , Gratlewes of the REF ORMATION, 


What, Sir John B-— too > Your moſt bumble Servant &, 
Proy'e while 1 think-on't lerme as = oj a Modeſt Queltidne: 
tivo; .( with favour of your Frien 

Can you tell me #hether old Olivers Phyſicians or his: Intel- 
ligencers, had the better Trade on's 2. Or do you know: who 3t 
was that was ſo monſtrous mt "T4 we 't0. 
fe a2: CANEAFE vhs * cad Vt 60 Mi 

Sa P Dear ng ſor 
| Fm ) andehat* bio © caſt of Boy oo £0. 
- adviſe Breathing of 'a;Vein'with '« Deg-whip. {for berwixt 4 
Friel omg of th the nev-modell'd. - | + whe; Aer for | 


Filler wa a þ bythe Sratige: (: \r+ ) <; 

| will 46 on one , tut Solid ale 
the PRE, SEFFERTO þ {ak ; Couent-Garden, INDEPEN- 
DENT : ps that he: took-an Edge they ſay , 'becatſe of a 
Jerk] gave to a certain Eriendof! his; who upon. Richard's 
comming toward the Cropm;PRAY'D devently t that: rhySoqgt 
wight not depart from the Family. 

fine ;-the--thing 48- done , Ws Qs WHIRRAT, 
WHIPP ABITQR.,. | 


+ fnn—_ non tan are nw nh, 7 F+ 
 Flebit , & infignis tot Cantabitier mrbe: MM.” 


Gul -wwyew Kmnght 5 und Nav tomy Divine. 12'S 
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JJ #ovr Gratilinnes) ; bemming Jealt and Earneſt , 1 have. 
a Way of Fooling,will g 90 near toput your: Gravith ” out 
of Countenance : and yet T know, you are a little Joco-ſekiom 
r00 yourſelves ; but in another way.— 

-Do not you Jeaf ſometimes , when ye profeſſe to love the 


King? now Thar s our Earneſt:---but then youre monſtrous EAr- Cajus Contra- 
neſt, when y are diſcover'd: that you-do-not ;; and there's: owr rium. * 


ſpe: Yourvery way of Argument; ancH#eafming”; iobuc 
Thind « of Croſs P, ,— Twas ack d me— Cas Lane man - 
ſav'd withont Rejous alep ? and 'twas-Anſwer'd— (lap him 
Are not (in good'time be it ſpoken ) your:Very _—_ and 
s, arrant Riddles? 34s 
_ The War was r4r5'd and. proſecuted; the King and his Ad- 
berents', Ruin'd; by Virtue of your Covenant 3'Yerſware. to. 
AF according to tha Covenant ; aud yet ye knew-not- what it 
" veant.” "For ; when the Holy: War Was" | 
; oe by — Mas about the mrey- 
AMI ang + 


+2 
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But rad ehab end ae ew fern Be 
Yet tell me the -Oathiye+ ave: yo e tiBil 
Yetull me (by iy Ou ain NE ye BN 

" Methinks, ('iriaphin ge lace ifs lv'k te 


very Groundit went upon. Your w4jr,your words,your Actions 


— Al Smells of theS OO LEMN— ſtill: yes, and (with 
Reverence )) your New Liturgy it ff, 5 is & own-right 200) 


forian. 

« \ *Twvould make one ſmile : p< if "were good minichd to 
make with your Gr1evances ) to ſee how the poor harn1+ 
Jeſs nuſerable- Eqiog—is lagg d by head OI your 
Sermons , and Diſcawr(es;. they ery fond Del:gh (till. 
But that's not all. The often _— of the wy OVE- 
NAN T, beſpeaks a \Nee ;and- by that double. mearnng,, 
moves the People : ſo that the Good old Caniſe » Is ſtill carry'd 
on 5 er protection of an eAmphibology. 


Now, br ou pleaſe Gentlemen we'll GH ode 
Ra qodbegw withyou Tice gd up 


Oy 64 _ 
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* (vas more that one” mans Buſineſſ i 
<7 Ih. thing. 


lently amifſe, No Name, Þ + ? We 


5 da P PDEs os 7 7 NT bor l -Diuzees 


too 3- Dedicate to Þ; gc; the 6 {, omg, ſux. "arenvioy'd 
in't, - | 
/Methinks a work of ths "OY ſhould not have crept | 
into the World ſo like a _ ; eprcidly confidering the 
Nature of. — 1+ roy ne Chureh-Governwem; 
for *tis nd leſſe the diftemperd umour Of the People. 
This ſecrer — <A of rw he the XMnltitude , does not 
< Delign” and Dignity of. a" fair 


Tru 2 > 


Truly , 'tis 0, at bf; but i it may well be worſ 
caſe 2 tore of the pr 4 - TEN 


164r.th ld prove. ndw of- 

Some Fon! 

Conſcit tao apron * 

and yet at La 4 

Neo and Br POLE Eee k 
Biſhops all went 4. hs fs 


Say Siries G CA may got. a is without 
- breach of Charity, ——_— &Stcond P = the T_ Tan , 


from [uch Reformers ? ? "ILY 


A nſwer me mit g bat with your IF RING: at be EN 


Is T hes your Gol "y t ravoke. Sub ef againlt thei. 
Fa. v 2 'Call porg perk prone ND, Phe» of x ty Pro- 
chewnefs ? to ſcatter you $chiſmatical KD, Aodels 
amopg the People ; andafter all the Plagues 508 have brought 
already upon this Kingdome:, by your Scotch Combination, 4 
invite the »2#ltitude once more , to proſtitute themſelves; and 
Worſhip, before the Golden C alfe of me Presbytery. 


Come leave your Tack; your Religious Wranglings, 
about the thing ye leaſt conſider, Conſcience.,, Leave your 
fre -jning at Guats, and ſwallowing PI (Camels :— your Blew- 

ap Divinity of ſubje&i Dip Cebige and venerable Laws, to 

"1'UAte FE Fain Conf Ong. : 


ans 5 0A - Sham 150: 
" Hpatevn with be Rei to all Sober Divines, "is 
wh Ic 


harity can bardly cqpprize the dwg 
and laden fs he th In feos. | 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate: ; 


A PETITION for PEACE. | The Divines 
Peace, 


To the Mofs Reverend A R C H-vs- 
BISHOP and Biſhops, and the 
Reverend their Aſiflants, Com- 
miſion'd by His Majeſty , to Treat 
about the Alteration of the Book of 
COMMON-PRAY ER. 


© The Humble, and Earneſt Petition of 
| Others in the ſame Commiſſion,@9c. 


a 


NOTE. 11. 


H*#* Zimpri Peace that flew his Maſter ? What Peace can 
they expect from Others , that are at War within thems- 
felves; whoſe very Thoughts are Whips ; and their own Con- 
ſciences their own Tormentors? Is Treaſon, Blood, and Sa-- 
criledge., ſo Light , and yet the Common-Prayer-Book,, ora 
blameleſs (eremony , a Burthen ſo Intolerable ? Thoſe Peo- 

ple that Engag'd againſt the K3»g in the late War , ſhould do 

exceeding well to look into Themſefves, ere they meddle 

with the Publick, and take a ſtrict Accompt of their own fins, 

before they enter upon the Failings of Others, 


Had 2imrs 
Peace ? 


th As 


Johnſon, 


wes 


The Relapr'd Apoſtate. 


As'tis their duty , to beginat home , ſo'tis our Part, not 
to truſt any man that does not : for beyond doubt , 'tis Vari- 
7, or worſe , that governs theſe #nequal Conſciences, that are 
{o __ tender for Trifles ; ſo dead, and ſo unfeeling in 
tier matters. 

ut all this while , why a Petition for PEACE ? where's 
the Davger ? what's the. Q#arrel? The Lawſtands fill, my 
Maſters ; You come up to't, and then complain of Violence. 

Again : you Pray to theme, for whom you utterly refwſe to 
Pray ; the B:hops, But let thatpaſs ; Peace is the thing ye 
would be thought to aim at ; which , as you labour to per- 


- ſwade the World , depends wpon complying with your Altera- 


tions of the Common-Prayer. Thatis , we are to look for war 
or Peace , in meaſure as your Propoſitions are deny'd , Or gran- 
ted, 1s it not That you mean ? 

But with your Legs, Good Gentlemen, unleſs, it be otherwiſe.) 


This (as take it ) is to Command, notTreat 2 and to deal 
freely , your Petitions are commonly a little too 1mzperiows. 
Here's ina word the ſum of AU, 

You have transform'd the Common Prayer, and ye would 
have it ratify'd. You make your Demands, ye give your 
Reaſons : and when all fails, ye throw your Papers up and 
down the Nation , to ſheww the fly httle People , what doubt 
Champrons they have ; --- to irritate the Rif-raff againſt B;- 
Prop p and to proclaim your ſelves the Advocates of Jeſus 
Chrift. 


Nov do I promiſe my ſelf quite to #zds all that you have 
doxe : to prove from your own Forms of Worſhip that the de- 
fn of itis arrautly Faftiows; ('tis a courle word) and an 
Exncrochment upon the Kings Authority : that your Demands 


want Modeſty, your Reaſons, weight. This Iſhall likewiſe 

ſhew ; and that your ſcatter'd Cepres are a moſt diſingenuous, 

and «nſcemly Prattice. I ſhall go near to what all your Hooks 

too; lay openall your Carnal Plots upon the Goſpe/; and m 

= : Place ans Anridere , wherever you have catt your Poy- 
Ns 


I 
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I give my Thoughts their Native Liberty; which is no more 
then Modeſt, toward thoſe that are now laps'd into a Second 
Apoſtacy : and for the Reft, let me declare here, ozce for 
F A Convert us to me as my own Brother, | 

We'll fee now what it z: you plead for ; and Ther ( in Or- 


der ) to yout «Arguments : the Rzght and Reaſon of your ThoPanlye 


Ye Demand 0 Reformation in Diſcipline ; and Freedoms Paz 


Aching. 


from Subſcription, Oaths , and Ceremomes : — The Refto- 
ring of able faithful Miniſters mhout preſſing Reordina- 
£108. : 

Ye have takena large Field to Cavil in: See now what *tis 
you call a Reformation. 


The REFORMATION of the LITURGY 
OR 


The Ordinary PUBLICK WORSHIP on 
the LORDS-DAY.CPage.2g.) 


Dn. nt Am. — 


NOTE. IIL. 


Ur Litxrgy was very much to blame ſure : Seventy $rx 

Ouarto-Pages to reformit ? Pray e Gentlemen , ſince 
yare ſo Liberal of your Labours , do but once bleſſe the 
World with a Presbyterians Diftionary , that we may be the 
better for them. t world be an Excellent means I can aſſure 
Je, to beget a right underſtanding betwixt the King ayd his 
People. Alas! how Ignorant were We , that all this while 
took Reformation only for Amendment ; a Pruming perhaps of 
ſome Luxuriances, and ſetting things R:ight , that were our 
of Order, But now we ſtand Corretted , and perceive that to 
reforms is t0 deſtroy. * 


Was not Church-Government REFORM'D? yes, by 
an At of ABOLITION. Was not the Kings Power RE- 
FORM'D too ? yes, by a Seiſure of his Regalities and - 

C 23 i 


—— TP 


I 
as 


Presbyrerian 
Re formatiou 
fenifizs Abo- 
lution, 


- 


Fraud, 


Wurpation, 
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his Sacred Perſon. At this rate, is our Litmrgy REFORM'D: 


that is , *tis totally thrown o#t ; and a wild Rhapſody of Inv 
coherences , ſupplies the place of it, 


Note here Good People of the Land , that Presbyterian 
REFORMATION ſgmfies ABOLITION. By the fame 
Iroay they made YOU FREE, and HAPPY ; the King A 
GLORIOUS PRINCE : advarc'd the GOSPEL. — When 
of all Slaves you know ye were the cheapeſt,and the moſt Rid;- 
calons : Your Lives and Fortunes hanging upon the Lips of 
Varlets ; Your Conlr125:775 renter d up to the Covenant . 


and every Pulpit was but a Religions Mouſ-trap. 


In ſhort , remember, that Presbytery , and Rebellion, had 
the ſame Authority, and that thoſe Prodrgies of ſeeming Ho- 
{yneſs , your Kirkify'd Reformers ; thoſe Reverend Canbals , 
that made ſuch Conſcience of a CEREMONY, made none of 
BLOUD-SHED. This is not yet, to prejudge Ternderneſs ; 
and to conclude all Forwardneſs of Zeal to bes Hypocriſie. Let 
it reſt here ; we have from Trth t ſelf, that Liberty may 
cloke Maliciouſneſs ; we have it likewiſe from experience ; for 
we our ſelves have been Betray'd by moſt malicious Libertines. 
Thz Queſtion is but now how to diſcern the Real, from the 
Counterfeit : and That, fo far as may concern the Plar-form 
here before us , ſhall be my b»/ineſs, 

By the Reformers Leave , we'll ſhortly, plarnly, and fncerely 


examin? the matter. 


They pretznd in the Frozt of this Pamphlet , to exhibite 
to the World, A REFORMATION of the Liturgy , but 
upon ſearch , we find juſt nothing at all of it : only a Prag- 
matical and Talkzng thing of their owxzin ſtead of a moſt pert:- 
ent and ſolemn ſervice, — ; 

That's Fraud ; Score Oxe , Good People. 


Next , they confeſs themſelves authorized to treat |only} 
about the ALTERATION of it : to propoſe Thzs for That 
perhaps, oze Clauſe or Paſſage for. avother : but barely to d:ſ- 
courſe, or offer at the total. ABROGATION of the old form, 

| 
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is to aſſume a Power we do not find in their Comm!ſſing. 
This is another Presbyrerianiſm, Reckon Two; 


Thirdly ; they were to-Treat. ; They did ſo; and the debate 
- prov'd Frmitleſs : Where lyes the. Fault 1 pray'e > Do but ob- 
ſervea little. | 
. His Majelty , out of a Gracious Inclination to gr.itifi: all 
perſons whatſoever, of traly-Conſcrientions , and tender Prix- 
oper appoints a Conſult of Epiſcopal , and Presbyterian 
vines to adviſe jointly upon ſome general expedient ; where- 
by-to ſatisfie all reaſonable Parties, ( ſaving the Glory of God ; 
.the Good of the.Church ; his own Ryyal. Dignity ; w” Peace , 
and welfare of hu People; ) 


What they inſiſted on, ye ſee under ther own hands; and Deſign, nor 
that the Change of Government , was That they aim'd at, Conſcience. 


Fs ( as they would perivade thz World) relief of Con- 
CIONCE, "7 G 
That day wherein this Propoſition ſhould be granted, would (I 
much hs pt but the Eve to the Deſtruction of this Nation. 
. Iam no Prophet, but my kind Friends , th2 Presbyterians 
before they have done, I think will mike me-pals for one. 
They make good every Syllable I promis'd for them, in my 
Holy Cheat : and if thz Duke of Ormond would forgive me , 
I ſhould preſume to mind his Grace ,, of a Paper, which (now 
moxethena Twelve-month fince ) was left at Kenſinton for his 
Lordſhip ; althovgh not known from WH OM, to this 
Inſtant. 

We are to Marque here a Third Property of this Fattiog. 
They propoſe things #zreaſonable , unneceſſury , and dange- 
rous : More then they ought to ack , as to themſelves : --- more 
then the People can bz ſuppos'd to wazt ; on whoſe behalf 
they ſeem to Beg ---- more. then. the King can Grant, with 
Safety to his Majeſty. . 


When they'r repuls'd, how ſad a Tate. thy tell , of the The Method 
hard uſage of Gods People ! This is done in a Sermon, or Peti-of S:dition, 


104, ————Lztthem alone? thus far, and once within a fort-! 
_ wghty. you mayexpeta Remonſtrance, 4 ftate of the Caſe;-— 
| or 
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or ſome fuch bullneſs. That's dangerow: ; for 'tis ten to one, 
That Presbjterian Legend will have ſome Cutting Truths in't. 
{ 10 Government being abſolutely faultleſs} The YVulgar, think- 
179 it as eafie to avoid Errors,as to diſcover them ; and finding 
ſome Truths in the mrxture , ſwallow down all the Reſt , for 
Company, ( and for Goſpel.) 

The next News, poſhbly may be the Storming of white- 
hall, or the Two Houſes with a Petition againſt Biſhops. 

When once Authority comes to be Bayted by the Rebll » your 
Judgement 4 at hand, 

Lethink your ſelves 11 t:e, my Maſters ; reeſon the mat- 
_ ter with your ſelves a little , what can theſe mimſters propoſe 

by this Appeal from the Supreme Anthority , to the People ; 
but to extort by JAmtiny , and Twmult , whatthey cannot pre- 
vail for by Argument ? 

You are not ( f:rf#) the Judges of the Caſe: ſo that in That 
Regard, 'tis an /mpertinence. Nor are you versd, (I ſpeak 
to the Commun ſort) Inſtraited in the Controverſe. Tour 
buſineſle lyes not in the Revelation , nor among general Conn- 
ſells. Alas ! your own ſouls know, you do not underſtand the 
very Terms of the Diſpute , much leſs the Springs, and Rea- 
ſons of it, Yetſee; you are the men, theſe Gentlemen are 
pleas'd to make the Umpires of the Difference : What are 
theſe Applications then, but Trapps , bayted with Ends of 
Scripture , and Fr-:,ments of Religion; ſet , to betray your 
Honeſt, and well-meaning Weakgefſe ? 

Now ask your ſelves This Queſtrox. 

Whether did you contra& Thoſe Scywples which they 
charge upon you ; ( if really you have any ) upon the accompt 
of your own judgement ; or from their 1»/f:gation 7 If upon 
Their accompt , free what «ſe this ſort of people have ever 
made of your quan : how Step by Step, they have drawn 
you on , from a meer Connterfert of Conſerence , to a diret 
Taſen :bility and Loſs of it. 

Thus far, we have met with very little , either fair dealir 
or Moderation from them. But perhaps they'll fay , that Is, 
world have contented them, Tis very right; if manifeſted to be 

mmeet. (Pag. 23.) but who ſhall make them ſee more, on 
they 


, 
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they have a mind to ſee? They'll ſay perchance too for the. 
Printing Of it; thatit was only done to ſhew the World that. 


they had diſcharg'd their Duties. + 

+ Their Dwty was diſcharg'd in the bare Tender to the Biſhops, 
(that is, admitting ſuch Incumbency upon them ) The work. 
it ſelf , was Supere-rogatory, and afterward , their telling of 
the People what they had done , yas to accuſe the Biſhops, not 
to acquit Themſelves, Beſide ; the huge Impreſſions ; the 
cloſe Carriage of it : — In fine, it was not menaged either 
with an Honoxralle, or an Evangelical ( leerneſs. 


Further ; the Title makes the matter worſe yet. A Petition A Petitionuy: 


for PEACE. That is, Take away BISHOPS or provide for Menace, 


another W AR. 
| ww will be taken heynouſly. Who , They take away 
Biſhops ? 

Why ? *tis no wonder : The Order ſtands Excommunicate 
already : they have inſerted no particular Prayer for them : 
and if they ſhowld do it now, it is no new thing for them to do. 
But their grand Plea will be ths. 

T hey have no defign , nor deſire , to juftle out the Common- 
Prayer,but only that T heirs, and That may be Inſerted in ſeve- 
ral Columnes, and the Miniſter left to his Diſcretion which to 
reed : | According 'to his Majeſties Decleration concerning 


Ecclefiaftical Aﬀairs.) 
Let the Kings Declaration qudoe betwixt us then. 


Yue Te find ( ſays His Majeſty ſpeaking of 
che Engliſh Licurgy ) ſome Exceptions made 
againſt ſeveral things therein > We will ap- 
point an equal nmnber of Learned Divines of 
both Perſwaſions , to review the [ame , and to 
make ſuchalcerations as (hall be thought molt ne- 
ceſlary ; and ſome Additional Fozms ( in the 
Dcripture-Phzaſe , as near as may be ) ſuited 
unto the nature of the ſeveral parts of Uozſhip , 
and that it be left to the Miniſters choice to ule 
one oz other at his Dilcretion.. Jn 
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The Divines 
exceed their 
Commiſſion, 
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_- Fn the mean time , andtill this be Done , al- 
though we do heartily wiſh and Deſire , that the 
Miners in their ſeveral Churches, becauſe they 
diſlike ſome Clauſes and Expzeſſions, would noc 
totally lay aſide the-uſe of the Book of Commons 
Prayer, but read the parts againſt which there can be 
no Exception ; which wonld be the belt inſtance 
of declining thole marks of Diſtinction , which 
UWeſo much labour and deſire to remove z 
. Pet in Compaſſion to Divers of Dur good 
Dubjects ; voho ſcruple the uſe of it as now itis, 
Dur Will and Pleaſure ts, that none be puniſh- 
ed 02 troubled foz not uſing tt , untill it be re- 
viewed, andeffectually Refozmed, as afozeſaid. 


His Majeſty , in perſuance of this Gracious zdwulgence , 
makes an Appointment to the Intents abovementioned. We'll 
ſee now the proportion , betwixt the Liberty they take , and 
what the Kings Declaration allows them. 


They have firſt forms'd to Themſelves a Complete Liturgy , 
after the Presbyterian Mode ; in ſtead of only altering ſome 
paſſages in the other. Let This be granted them,and They left 
at Diſcretion which to follow, we may be ſure they'll read their 


, 07, 


Confider then how they have Neſtled Themſelves , in the 
mojt Populous, and Wealthy places of the Kingdome , both for 
Convenience of Gain, and Proſelytes. 

Put theſe together , and what would this Allowance faſl 
ſhort of a Presbyterian Government? 


Take notice next , that the Alterations are. to be ſuch, as 


| 27 the Divines of both Perſwaſions | ſhall be thought moſt NE- 


ESSAR.Y. This puts a Bar to Slight and Trivial Charges , 
of meer Humoar, and Caprice. 


But 
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But our good friends regard not that, they have chang'd All 
that ts not of e Authority unalterable : Sflainng in all caſes, 
any Subjection to Ep:ſcopal Dominion, and claiming to them- 
elves a Right of Governing all others : Imapoſing upon the Mul- 
titude for Holy Zeal , the troubleſome Effetts of Pride and 
Fattion, In thort ; This Forms of Theirs is calculated to the 
Meridian of the Direfory. 


Hitherto the Kings Conceſſiozs,in favour of his Presbyteriaz 
Peogle:; See now the Dutiful Retarn they make their Soveraign. 


We do heartily Wiſh and Deſire ( (ayes His The kn: 
Mzjeſty) that the Winilters would not totally Propoſal ro 
lay alide the uſe of the Book of Common-Þray*;;.* 11nfers: 


er , but Head thole Parts againlt which there 
| can be no Exception, &c, | 


A man would think , nothing but Heavex or Hell, could 
ſtep betwixt theſe ez, and their Obedience, 

They are noiy drawing the firſt Breath of a new Life ; and 
their Preſerver 'is their Prizce : who to endear the Bownty 
and the Kindmſs, Hazzards himſelf to ſave them. 

Here's Duty, Honour, Juſtice, Gratitude , nay Intereſt 
to, and all that is not Brutihin mans naturez, concur to fix, 
. andftrengthen the Obligation. Sure it muſt be ſome mighty 
matter, that Subjefts under All theſe T yes, ſhall ſtick at to 


their Sovera'gn. Subjedts eſpecially of a Religious Dye, (in- xhe 5 al 
deed, not of the Common Clay with other men) whoſe words parcy, OE 


and ations, are all weigh'd in the Ballance of the Santtu- 
ary. | 
Read (ſays the King) thoſe parts againft which there can be 
no Exception, Tis aſhert eafie T ack,, either to Read or to 
Except, | 

- But this Yull-worſhrp's ſuch a thing; they are ſo afraid of Ad- 
<1ng of Diminiſhing mm | 

Away , away. , ye Hypecrites, with your double-refin'd- 
Conſciences, Well bate ye the Croſs in Baptiſm ; --- Kneeling 

D 


at 
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at the Communion : --- the uy 3 = Bowing tovard the 
Holy T able ; -- nay Praying for Biſhops too ; —— any thing 
in fine ; though never to Azthoris d , which /gnorance it ſelf 
would not bluſh to ſcruple at. We'll only inſtance in fome 
Caſes , wholiy :zcapable of any Conferiemions Competition, 


Tender Con- Why not WEDDED #/fe --- and Hwsband , as well as 
ſcience. MARRIED > ] Pag.69. 
Page, 6I. © . 
6 Why not DOEST thou Believe , as well as [DO YOU 
believe ? ] and All this I STEDF ASTLY beheve, ( accor- 
lbia, ding to the Common-Prayer ) 1s turnd forſooth into [ All this 
; 7 do UNFEIGNEDLY believe. ] 


I will not trouble the Reader with any more of theſe »au- 
ſeors Alterations ; Their whole Service is of a Suit, and 
with much care Dverſify'd from Oyrs , bath in the St:le, and 
order of it, Now, let th: (onfftory anſwer for Them- 
ſelves. 
I hope they will not ſay theſe Changes were matter of ('o»-= þ 
ſcience ; unleiie becauſe rhe King Commanded the Contrary. 
Fhat was the true ground then of this their Beaſtly dealing with 
His Majeſty? Truly no other then the pure nature of the Az;- 
mal : 4 Presbyterian does not Iove a King. 


Ly . 


We have ſeen the Earneftneſs of his Majeſties Deſires, a 
word now to the Drift and reaſon of them : from. \vhence , 
flows the cleer evidence why they oppos'd them. 


The King having firit paſs'd a large Izda/gence, in all Caſes 
of Scruple, adviſes a complyance with 7% of the Church 
in points /ndifferent , and without Exception : [ a$ the bel 
Inlance of declining Marques of Diltinction ] 
They , for that very Reaſon , os a worſe, decline it: et- 
ther out of an 1aflexible ftiffneſs , to the Fattion ; or a Con- 
Fmacions defiance of the Authority. T hruft out the Commun- 
Prayer they could not ; Agree with it, they wowld not: 4 
Preſcript Forms they ſaw was neceſfary ; and That they brought 
their Stomacks to, But fill the Publique —__ = 
urc 
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Church had not the luck to pleaſe them : Such and ſuch Rztes , 
and Clauſes would not down with them. His Majeſty, in fa- 
vour of their pretended Scrwples , ſuſpends the Law , gives 
them their Freedons: : allows them to propoſe ſome Aedinus 
of Accommodation : demanding only their eAgreement in 
miſtters liable to no Excepreos. 

The Reconciling Terms at laſt are Theſe. Epyſcopacy they yy;g yiajeſties 
lay ahde :— they totally rejeQ the Common- Prayer : ſet up Tenderneſſe 
a Presbytetian Platforms of their own ; and This 1s 1t , whichabuſed, 
they have now the Confidence in a blind way to recommend 
to the Practiſe of the Nat:on. Yet fo to recommend, as that 
the thing at laſt , Is nothing leſs then it appears to be. While 
they pretend to mend the Common- Prayer, they take it quite 
away : and that they ſeem to give us in Exchange, is in Effect 
jult Nothing ; affronting equally the #5ſdome of the Natlon , 
with the «Authority of 1t, | 


The Presbyterian Rubrick. 


NOTE, IV. 


E E, now their Rubrick — [| In theſe or the like Words ]An Arbirrary 
Pag.25. — Let one of the Creeds be read, — and ſome. Set-Form, 


times Athanaſius Creed. | Pag. 26. 


Some of theſe Sentences may be Read]--ſome may not be read|Chriftian Li- 
Pag. 27. again — a Pſalm may be ſung; — a Te Deum , beny. 
the Benedittms , or Magnificat may be ſaid :] and Then the P:8:32. 
Miniſter 15 taught how to pray before his Sermos, dilmiſſing at a . 
laſt the Congrevation with | Benedi&ion 1 Theſe or the like + bid, 
words |— In caſe of « Communion , the Minifter may delay | 
the Benediftion. mo A General Prayer in flead of the Letany , 
and Colletts— when the Minifter findeth it Convenient, ] — 
and a T hanks-giving ; with Hymnes , atthe Diſcretion. of the 
Afinfter, FY 


D 2 | This 
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Pag.46- This or the like Explication — (at Diſcretion, before the Com- 
Chriſtian Li- ,,,5101:--This,or the Like Prayer |--Pag. 5.1. Let bims Bleſs the 
berey ar the pad and Wine in Theſe or the like Words |—Pag,52.Let the 
Communion, of. 

Paz, 5 5. Miniſter be at Liberty to conſecrate the Bread and Wine, Toge- 

ther, or otherwiſe:and whether to uſe any Words or not, at the 
Breaking of the Bread , and Pouring out the Wine : and 

if the Miniſter chooſe to Pray but once , let him Pray as fol- 

vid, ſoweth,or to this Senſe | — Ny: 

" Let ut be left to the Miniſters Diſcretion , whether to 
deliver the Bread and Wine ( atthe Table ) only in ſeveral ; 

" each one taking it ,, aud applying. it to Themſelves ; or in 

©, General, to ſo. many as are in each particular Forms, or to 

Page T6. put 1t into every Perſons hand: — andlet none be forc'd to fit, 

7. ; ' Haga - 
58 ſtand, or knecl,) = Next; Th, or ſome ſuch Exhortation] 
— Conclude , with This , er the like Bleſſing.] — ibid, 


ackcifian Let no Minſter be forced t» Baptiſe the Child, of open 
Rigour. Atheiſts , Idolaters , or Infidells, nor yet the Child of Pa- 
rents juſtly Excommunicate , or living is any notoriats , Scan- 
dalous Sin.) — This, or the like Speech, tothe Parent or 
Parents that preſent the.Child, Pag. 59. : 
Pag.62. After the [nterrogatories ; = Let the Miniſter Pray Thus , 
64. or to this Senſe. ]— After the Child is Baptiſed ; —T his Ex- 
hzrtation or the like — to.the Parents] = and tothe People , 
Thwz, or to This Senſe.] | 


Confiſtorian I muſt not pas this office without.a Marque how Tyrannorus 

Tyranny, theſe people are wherever they can hook inany thing, within 
the Reach of an Ecclefaſtick, Laſh. With what face cantheſe 
#uncharitable Zelotes, call themſelves Gods Miniſters, and yes 
dare to Reſtreyn a benefit, and Diſpenſarion granted by God 
himſelf in favour of Mankind ? But hear the Admirable and 
Divine Hooker upon the Point, and then I'll forward. 


Hookers Ec- Were net Profelytes, as well as Jews, always taken for the 
clefiaftical Po- Soy; of Abraham ?] and again----| /» caſe” the Church. do bring 
nev-1.5.5.64. Children to the Holy Font --- whoſe natural Parents are either 
unkgown or known to be ſuch as the Church accurſeth, but yet | 
|  forgetteth | 
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for getterh wot in that Severity to taks compaſſion wpon therr x 
ſpring ( for it is the Church which doth off them to Baptiſme 
b the Miniſtry of Preſenters) were it not againſt bath Equity 
and Dity to refuſe the Mother of Believers To ſelf, and not to 
take her 1n ths caſe for a faithful Parezt ? It is not the virtue 
of our Fathers , nor the = of any other that can grove us the 
true Holyneſs which we have m—— of our new Birth, Tet 
even through the common faith and Spirit of Gods Church ( a 
thing which no quality of Parents cax prejudice ) 1 ſay through 
the Faith of the Church of God undertaking the matherly care 
of our Sonls, ſo far forth we may be, and are in our Infancy 
ſanttified as to be thereby made ſuſſciently capable of Baptiſme , 
and to be intereſſed in the Rates of our new Birth , for their Pie- 
ties Sake that offer us thereunts.] 


In Matrimony the Miniſter may talk his Pleaſure concer- 
ning the Inſtitution, &c.— of Marriage; — and Bary the Pag.68.. 
Dead as he pleaſes. 72, 

Upon the receipt of great , and Extraordinary mercies, the 73. 
Church, having opportunity, (thatis, if the King be at Ox- Concerning 
ford ) #5 to aſſemble for Pullick, Tbanksgiving #nto God , and *eſttvals. 
the Miniſter to | — (do == no matter what ; nor for. the 
Kings Authority 1n the Caſe.) Further ; Though it be not un- 1þid, 
lavfsl » or #n-meet , to keep Anmrwerſary Commemmoration , 
by Feſtivals, - of ſome great and notable mercies to the Church 
or State (as for the Rot and Branching of Epiſcopacy , . ſome | 
oreat Viftory over the King ; or: the like ) Yet becauſe. the 4 
Church-Feſtivals are much -- 162 aud many ſober Godly Ad- 
niſters , and others nnfatisfy'd in the Obſervation of them as 
Holy Dayes : Let not the Rel grom obſervation of them by pub- 
lick, Worſhip be forc'd upon any, &c.| Oh, have a care; 'tis 
Lawful to XK: and Steal upon the Lords Day, but not to ſerve 
God Publickly upon a Saints Day. ; 

Theſe Following Prayers, or the like ] for the Sick, 
,. their Thankseiving for Deliverance in Child-bearing. 
c us, | 

If the Woman be ſuch as the Church hath cauſe to Tudge <3 
Vagodly, (and a-ſmall matter will make the Kirk, judge 5 I 
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Then , the Thanksgiving muſt be in words mare agreeable to 
her Condition ; if any be uſed]— This is, in Englith ; either 
no Thanks at all ; or elſe to Publiſh the Mother a Whore , and 
the Child a Baſtard, Methinks the Holy Siſters ſhould not 
like this kind of. Fooling ; but in ſome caſes the Rewereud 
will wink at ſmall Faults. 


VV WOE IY —S 


Of Paſtoral Diſcipline. 


N O T E, V, 
Paſtoral DIC. Heir Forms of Paſtoral —_— follow ; which may 
ciplinc, p. 82, be warred , as the Variety of Caſes do require. Nevet 


ſuch Engroſſers of Liberty to T hemſelves, and ich Niggards 
of it to others; and yet they adviſe that Mimfters may CON- 
Pag.80.SENT to grve accompt when they are accuſed of Male-admi- 
—_ (But what if they will not conſent to give Ac- 
compt ? 

if any by notorious perfidionſneſ3,or frequent COVENANT- 
BREAKING have bofried, &c. — ] Marque how they 
hang upon the Haunt. This Covenant-breaking , fignifies oe 
thing to the Law, and avother thing to the People, 

In the Pemtents confeſſion , before the Congregation ; The 
Open Confeſ- 5;,; muſt be named ad aggravated, whim by the Paſtor it #5 
: judg'd Requiſtte.] Pay. V5. 

As for Inſtance ; 1f any man has been a Trajtour, a Schiſ- 
matique , aft Oppreſſr, a Maurtherer, a Hypocrite, 6r a Per- 
jar d Perſon. Let him ſay ,—_ 


Pazg.8r. 


For a Traytor. 71 have fought againſt the King + or 1 have Preach'd againſt 
his Authority,and Provoked Tumults againſt his Ptrſon: Behold, 
Tam a Traytour. 


A Schiſmaricks [have renoune'd my Mother the Church , and _— 
others 
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thers into Schiſme and Separation : = I have deſtroy d the 
Apoſtolical order of Biſhops, and conntenanc'd all my wild ex- 
travapancies with Forms of Religian : ——= Lo, I am 4 
Schiſmat19qne. - : | 

1 have Impos'd non mens Conferences , unlawful Ozths, and An Opyreſſour 
Covenants : Enflay'd my Fellow-Subjetts, Rebbd, and or '+ 
on d my Sovereign; Enter'd upon the Miniftry without a Call, 
and thruft out Lawful Miniſters from their Livings ; Scatter d - 
their miſerable Families, and ſnatch'd the Bread out of the 
Afouths of the Widow and Fatherlefs, Behold ,. I am an Op- 
reſſour. of 
: / rh Embr 4 my hands in the Blood of the K i"g » and of A Munherer. 
his Friends : bleſs d God the mare, far the more miſchief, Fa- 
ther'd the Rebellion , and Blowdſhed upon the Holy Ghoſt. See 
hete a Murtherer. 

F have led and encourag'd men againſt his Majeſty , under aq 11ypocrice, 
Pretence to ſave him : --- Sabverted the Law , under pretext A 
of defending it : — made the rope Slaves under Colour of | 
Setting them at Liberty , eraſed rhe Order of Epiſcopacy., un- 
der the notion of prac the Perſons that exerciſed it : an 
ftripp'd hes Moe of hs beft Friends, under colour of remo- 
ping Evil Counſellours. F have call d thoſe Miniſters Scauda- 
lons , that had good Livings: — Thofs 'men Delinquents , 
that had good Eſtates ; — and thoſe People Jeſuits, that had 
either wit or Conſcience. TI have belyed the Holy Spirit in pre- 
trending Revelations ; and I have covered my Ambirious, Bloudy, 

Covetors , aud Faltions Purpoſes, under a (loke of Holineſs. 
I have ſtumbled at a Ceremony, and leap'd over the Seven deadly 
Sins, Lord 1 am an Hypoerrte. | 

I have renonnc'd my Oath of Alegiance , and that of (a- A Perjacd: 
nomcal obedience : and taken other Oathes , and broken Them perſon. 
tao , and multiply d my Perjuries. I fwore to defe:d the late 
King, and I have deſtroy d him : and I have now ſworn to the 
Son, with an Intent to ſerve hin as I did his Father. lama 
Perjur'd Wretch, 


In Truth , This Paſtoral Diſcipline , put duly in PraQtiſe — 
by the Compoſers of it , would be of Smgular vezefit and of he Progbyre- 


. 


great Sarfaition to the Nation, This rians, 


1 L 


The Mcthod 

- of the Pres- 
byterian Fa- 
Rion, 


The Marques 
of a Presby- 
rerian, 
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This Diſcipline is follow'd with a Letany, and That with a 
Thansgrving , both at Diſcretion, 


Obſerve now what a Mockery is this Pretenſe to a Preſcrips 
Form : and do but think how irreligious .a | Confuſion would 
certainly enſve-upon a. Publique Sufferance of thele peezu[h 
Liberties ( for doubtleſs ſuch they are.) - 

They have thrown out , what they undertook to end, and: 
the new Service they have introduced, is left Arbitrary, and 
values norhing ; or at the beſt , *tis but an Execution of the 
Direbtry. | | | | 
As the Conttivance of it is a tewd defign.upon the Publick. 

Government , {0 is the Printing Of it , a Pratiice no leſs foul 
upon the Publick, Peace. The inſtruments employ'd in't, were 
rhe Laſt Kings Baſe,and bitter Enemies; and the prime 7 70 
in This Emerprize were grand. (,onfederates in the late Kebel- 
lion, Theſe are ill Signs my Maſters. 


Truly , among matters that arrive frequently , T wonder 
at nothing mare , then that ever a Presbyterian Fattion de- 
ceiv'd any man Twice , for of All Parties that ever divided 
from Truth , and Horefty , I take them for a People, the 
_ eafily d:ft1ngniſhable from other men, and Trac'd to their 
Ends. 


Their firſt work is ſtill to find out the Fawults of Raters, and 
the Grievances of the People ; which they proclaim , imme- 
diately ; but with great Shews of Reſpect toward the Ove, and 
of Innocent Tenderneſſe for the Other, The Offending Per- 
ſons, ye may be ſure are Biſhops, where the Epiſcopal Order 1s 
in Exerciſe : But where they have thrown 1t o#t , and 2»- 
troduc'd themſelves ; ye hear no more news of Eccleſiaſtical 
Errors, but of Charch-cenſures in abundance. The Ciwil 
Magiſtrate is then to blame , --- and never will theſe People 
reſt , till they have graſp'dall. In Fine 


Where you find a Private Minfter inveighing againſt the 
Orders of the (barch ; — beyailing the Calamities of a Na- 
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tion under Oppreſſion : eo rhanng #p Conſcience AGAINST 
Amxthority ; and ſtating in the Pulpit ,” th: Legal Bounds of 
King and People: — A Boaſter of hnſelf , and a Deſpiſer of 
his Brethren : —— a Long-winded Exhorter to the, Advane-. 
ment of Chriſbs Temporal Kingdoms ; and a Perpernal Jinxes 
' of, the Lamem ation: — A Cryer up of Schifme , fot Con- 
ſcience , Fafhion for. Goſpel , and- Diſobedrence to Temporal 
Magiſtrates , for Chriftian Liberty : — whz-e ye find ſuch - 
a man , — Stop him ; he'sof the Tribe of ADONIRAM. 
To-conclude zi they have Af, the ſame Deſign ; Domin- 
08; == and the ſame courſe they take: to compaſs it'; HIER by 
ſtirring up a Godly Fattion, And how in | g00d time ; —— 
Omnibus in Chriſty Fidelibus — Salutem, Fc. — Marque 
but the Gravity of the Men; and truly but that they have. 
fool'd us formerly in the ſame way , a man would think they - 
were in Earneſt. | : is 


Moſt Reverend Fathers : 
and Reverend Brethren. 


He ſpecral Providence of God , aud his Majeſties. tender. 

regard of the Peace and Conſciences of his Subjetts , and. 
his - of their Concord in the things of Ged, hath put inta. 
our hands this opportunity of ſpeaking to you as humble Petitio- 
ners, as well as Commuſſiozers , on the behalf of theſe yet trou- 
bled and unhealed Churches , and of many thouſand Souls that 
are dear to Chriſt , on whoſe behalf we arepreſſed in Spirit in 
the ſenſe of our Duty, muſt exrneſtly ro-leſerch you, 4s you teuder. 
the Peace and Proſperity of theſe Churches, the comfort of His 
Majeſty in the unon of His Subjeits, ard the Peace of your 
Souls in the great Day of your Accounts, that laying by all for- 
mer and ma; cnefiration and alienating differences , you 
will not now deny 4 your Conſent and Aſſiſtance to thoſe means , 
that ſhall be proved honeſt and cheap, and needfal to thoſe great 
Defireable ends, for which we all profeſs to have our Offices,and 


our L;ves. | 
d fs NOTE. 


The Relope'd Apoſtate. 
NOTE, VI. 


V E have here a Healing , and a Glorious Preface. 
| Perſons Commſſion'd by God, and the King , to 
the great work of Peace and Vmions. Intent upon their Duties, 
and only craving the Biſhops Aſſent to matters of evident Rea- 
ſon, an Neeeſſiy. | 
What now if all theſe big Pretences fall to nothing: and 
they T hemſebves at laſt prove the Obſtruttowrs of what they 
: ſeem {0 eagerly to. Promaute ? 


They Petition the Biſhops to move His. Majeſty on their 
Page. 2. behalf ; for the C ;, "pt of their Grants in his Royal' De- 
claration : The Liberty of the Reformed Liturgy. The Reſto- 
ring of able and Fathful Mimſters , and the reftion of the 
Scandalous ---) === and theſe Propoſals, are here .back'd 
with Twenty Reaſons; which we'll take one by one ; and briefiy 
as we can, make evident ; that what call Rel;g10n is meer 
Fattion ; — a Projeft by ſulverting the eſftabliſh'd Govern- 
ment*, to. advance ay Fm : =» That if their Aodel! were 
allowable., The Perſons yet that ftickle , have the leaſt title of 
. all others to the advarrageof it, 


In fine; Their Appeal, 15. Tumultuary ; and thiir Pre. 
ſent Deſign (ſhould it ſucceed) as certainly deſtruttive to His 
Majefty now Living ; as the Laſt was to His Moſt C ON- 
SCIENCIOUSL YMURTHER'D Father, 


CY 


The Divines REA SONS 


Their REQUESTS. 
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7X} Os (the Biſhops) are Paſtors of the Flockof Chriſt, whoPaz.z.Rea.c, 
h are wad to feed them, and to Preach in ſeaſon % ad The Duty of 
ont of Seaſon : and to be Laborioxs 1s the Word, and Dottrine - Biſhops, 


but are n:t bound to hinder all others from this bleſſed work, that 
dare not uſe a Croſs , or Surplice, or Worſhip God in a form, 
which they judge diſorderly , defettive, or Corrupt , when they 
have better to offer him. (Mal. 1. 13, 14.) 1s it not for moat- 
ter.and Phraſe at leaſt as agreeable ts the holy Scriptures ? If 
ſo, we beſeech you ſuſfer us to uſe it , who ſeek, mthing by it, 
but to Worſhip God as nere as we can , according to his Will who 
is Tealoms in the matters of hs Worſhip. 


[B ] w He that thrice charg'd Peter as he lou'd bim 
to feed his Lambs , and Sheep, did never thinkof charging hin 
to deny thems food , or turn them cut of his Fold, or {i 1d all 


others to feed them ; unleſs they could digeſt ſuch Forms , aud 


Ceremonies , and Subſcriptions as owrs, | - 


he —— 


NOTE. VII, 


[AJ Theſe Prechyters are fo mindful of the Biſhoys Da- 
x that they forget their own, Suppoſe : not 


bound to hinder all Non-Conform ſts, are they therefore bound 


to admit all? Some dare not uſe a Surplice , others will not. 
Who ſhall diſtinguiſh now betwixt a Caſe of Schiſme , and 
Conſcience ? Not the Recuſant ſurely; for that opiniom were 

E 2 an 
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an in-let to all Hereſies and Schiſms , without Controle. Will 
any man confeſs himſelf an Heretique ? -Allow: the Brfhop to 
be Tredge ; his Daty leads him quelhonleſs, to proceed with 
_ or Rigowr, according as he finds the Party , weak,, or 
wilfal, * $57 

It ſeems they do not like the Forny of the Church : =— nor 
th Charch T heirs; whirs ly&s thi Aprbority betwixt them ? 
But theirs is more perhaps in Scripture-Phraſe: = and leſſe in 
Scripture-meaning. Tis not-the Crying, Lord , Lord : => nor 
the Crowding of io many Texts hand over head into a Feajer , 
that makes our Service acceptable : But the due, genuine, and 
tervent application and wnformuty of our Words , Thonghts, 
and Ations to Gods Revealed Will.  T ſpeak with Reverence 
to thoſe bleſſed Oractes ; Which in themſelves however accom- 
modate to our Relief and (omfort , may yet by our abuſe, be 
render'd £Miſchievons : They are the DiRates of the God of 
Order,and hold no Fellowſhip with Confaufor. 


[B] Tonching our Saviours Charge to St. Peter : it was a 
Charge to Him ; to Feed his Sheep ; no warrant to the Sheep 
to be their own Carvers, It was his Office too., to reclaim 
Straglers, and keep within his Fold, tuch as he found in- 
clin'd to wander after frange Shepheards, He was the Fudge 
roo of - the Food that beſt befitted them ; andif at any time he 
ſaw them hanckeringafrer new Walks and Paftures; It was 
his Part to overwatch their petires ; they might perchance 
fake poyſonous Plants for wholſome elſe ; and rejeR better nou- 
—_— : Blaming the Meat for the Diſorders of the Sto- 
mach, | 

Again : Our Saviours Sheep know the True Shepheard, hear 
hu Voyce, and follow him.) But here the Shepheard follows 
Them : They runtheir Ways and either own ,. nor heaxhim. 
He offers them ro eat ; They'll none , and then they cry they 
are ftare'd; ſome few Starters leap the Pale ( of their own 
accord) and then forſooth the Flock , muſt follow , or they 
complain they 4re turn d out of the Fold. - | 


- . 


They proceed nov to a bold Challenge, touching the ua- 
| | ©  . wu 


liry of their ejetted Miners, 


" The. Relaprid:, Apoſtatt. 


23 


"T Here are fewN ations nnder.the Heavens of Godas far as wePag.g Real.2, 
JL can learn,that have more able , holy, faithful , Labori.. A lad Come * 


ous and truly peaceable Preachers of the:Goſpel ( proportionably ) PI*YT- 


than thoſe are that are now caſt out in England, and are like in 
England , Scotland., avd Ireland , to be caſt owt » if the old 
Conformity be urged, This witneſs is. true ,- which 'in Judge- 
ment we bear puny record againſt all the Repraches of un- 
charitableneſ, s, which the Juſtifier of the Righten at his' day 
will effeftually confute. We therefore beſeech you that when 
thouſands of Souls are ready to famiſh for want of the Bread of 
Life , and thouſands more ate grieved for the Ejettion off their 
faithful Guides , the Labunrers may not be kept .ont., wpon the 
account of ſuch Forms or Ceremonies, or 'Re-ordination'; at leaſt 
ell you have enow as fit as they to ſupply their places , and then 
we ſhall never petition you for them more. | 


i. 


NOTE. VIIL.. 


[ 


Would not Laſh al! Presbyterian Divines for the Faults of 

Some : but as to Thoſe now under Quzeſi:on,T doubt *twould 
poſh the Cyn:1qze with his Lamthors, to find a :Saimr among 

Iem. | | "- 

- Obſerve the .Clamony, and the Alarum; — Thoſe that are 
How caff out 5 — and like to be.] (as who thould ſay : the times 
are Ill God wot , already,. and likgly to be worſe) what a Buzze 
is here, with a Sr:»g in the Tayle of it? Nay , and take this 
along with ye , that theſe owrcaft Divines , are perſons Emi- 
nent for Learmng , Life , and Dottrine : IE This be true:; 
what can bs more enflaming ,- againſt the Gavernment , then 
w Proclaim.it ; If Falſe; what can be fouler againſt the Au- 
thors of the Scandal, | | 


' Their Charatter is this. | They are Able, Holy, Faithful, The Presbyr. 
Laboriows,and truly-peaceable Preachers of th: Word.) And they Chacager, 


are ejected, | ypon.the” Account of Forms of Ceremynjes »/ or 
Re WARN; Pa 3 AE aaotreora ult *6 
_ els” ak, PD Con- 


'Fa rhful. 
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Concerning their ABILITIES; they'are of - the Commune 
mixture of the:World in all unlawful Enterprizes : a few Craf- 
ty People , to a great many Simple : — Some to contrive ani 
> a" others to execute : and This we have upon Experimen- 
tal Knowledge; that the ChurchFattion was' carried on by a 
Cabal in the Late Aſſembly ,” as'w=H as the State-faition , by ' 


_ another \n the two 'Howſes 3 'and that they [Both rommnnicated 


Kill , inorder to the common nndertaking ; the greater part of 

them ſcarce underftanding why they were come together. 
Butlet their Works bear wi of their great Abilities, 

Their Famous Letter of Apology and Invitation to the Refor- 


. med Churches abroadz—=does 1t not look as if th:y meant to 


fatishe the World, that they had renounc'd Latin as well as Po- 
pery ? Nay; take their Learned Direttory it ſelf :>=bnt*tis'tos 
much to add therr weakneſſes to my own, | : 


HOLY they are it ſeems too : 1 do not think it Honeſt to 
expoſe Particular Perſons to a Publick, Storn , bntin caſe of 
hich Neceſſity; Wherefore , I ſhall content my ſelf to 
ak. 
| If it be Holynefſe; — to Preach up treaſon; aud Blaſ- 
pheme in the Pulpit : — to groe God thanks for Murther ; and 
make the Stary of the Laſt Weeks News the next Sundajes ex- 
erciſe : to help out a hard Text with a falſe Comment ; —— 
To ſeize by Vidlence , and Frand , anothers office , and. Li- 
ving ; --- and to refuſe the Communion to a Perſon for refuſing 
the Covenant, Alll theſe things have been done , even by the 


Holy-men we are now ſpeaking of, 


What they intend by FAITHFUL .is not altogether fo. 
clear. | 

Not to their Vowes I hope ; for thoſe. have been'back,, and 
forward, faſt and looſe ; They have denounc'd their Anathe- 
24's upon both Friends and Enemies of the King ; Did they 
not deſtroy the Church , under pretenſe of Reforming it; and 


having ſworn Canonical obedzence renounce Eprſcopacy? 


_ Have they been fairhfl totheir Friends ? (I mean;to thoſe 
of the /ndependent Judgement, ) ao 
Yes 


The RetopFd"Apoſtate. 
Tes cortainly , ſo far as they had \need of them, We have 
not yet forgotten , how they beſbught Godand the King, on 
the behalf of render Conſciences ; --- how they laid forth the ſad 
Eftate of many” Thouſands , ready to funkiſh for want of hea. 
venly food; - which deticate., and weak-ftomach'd Chriſtians , 
were” forſooth , thoſe Religious Brutes that brau'd his Sacred 
Majefty in his own Palace : that forcd the Votes of the Two 
Houſes :— demoliſh d Churches :-— yes, and had Thanks too 
for their good eAfeitions, and the SHECTYMNAANS to 
plead their Cauſe. ot 

This was great Kinduefs, but-not Laſting. For as the Pres- 
byterian Power encreas, and the Kings Leſſen'd : ( effected, 
partly by falfe pliy1nhis Majefties Quarters: ani partly by 
# Potent Combination betwixt the Kirk, and Scotifi'd Engliſh ) 
The Confiſtorian Party b2gan now to bethink themſelves , how. 
' fairly to get qwir of their old friends .the [ndependents : plainly 
diſcovering , that what was CON SCIEN CE, while they. 
needed their Aſſiſtance , was berome downright SCHISME, 
when they could Irve withont it ; and fo That ' Liberty , which 
was cry'd up at firſt for Chriſtian, and neceſſary, was by T hoſe 

very Miniſters Preach'd down again, as moſt [ntolerable. 
et to conclude ;} FAITHFUL they are ; that is: to their 

firft Principles , of * Pride : Ambition , 'and of Infidelity. 


That they are LABORIOUS Preachers likewiſe , we ſhall x, aporious;.. 


not much deny, for truly , I think, no men take more pains 
in'a —_ then they do : or. wonld more willingly compaſs 
Sea and Land to gain a Proſelyte. 


But TRULY-PEACEABLE} = 1 muſt confeſs, I take pexceable,. 


tobe an Eprthere does not belong to Them. This particular is 
handted at large, in-my Holy Cheat , where I have ſhey'd 
their Pratt;ſes and Poſitions to be Inſociable , and Cruel, 
Indeed, we need not much torment our Memories for In- 
ftances to prove the unquiet- humour 'of theſe People ; fince 
Hundreds (I think 7 might fay(Thaſands ) of their Conten- 
os Sermons , and Diſcourſes, are yet in_Berag , . and: in- 
rradineſſe to teſbifie againk them, - Nay, which is worſt of all 
their 
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their Sourneſs is Incorrigible :, they are mv ſooner Pardou'd : 
but they Revolt into a Second Forfertare. 


. Theſe are the '\Able, Holy, Faithful , Laborious , and 
truly Peacrable Preachers of the Goſpell; --that are caſt art; ( as 
they tiavelyorded it)or-mult be kepe ont , becauſe they cannot 
conform, 8c. _ Begg , that theſe may be admitted , or 
reſtored , at leaſt till thers may be found , as futing , to ſupply 
their Places,] | 

_ - Theſe Holy men abuſe the People: I ay, they ere not caſt 
out as Non-Conformiſts., but as Vſurpers- of . thoſe Benefits 
they had no Right to. By Vrolence , they thruſt Themſelves ints 
other mens Livings ; or elſe by a. Kebellzous. Power , they were 
plac'd there, Now , put the caſe , they would (onforns ; 
ihould That give them a Title to the Contwmance of an liitgor 
Poſſeſſion ? ED 7 MO arti ain Jorly nnitgt Gy; 

wo Petition (to end withall) is pleaſant, They defire to 
be /» Themſelves, till others, :as Fit, may. be found; of 
whoſe Fitneſs , they Themſelves intend to be the Judges. 
Pag.4.Reaſ.z, N D we beſeech you conſider, when you. ſhould promote the 
rags rh A joy and chankfulngs 'of hs. Majuics Subpets for his 
wn Joy ons happy Keftarration , whether it be equal and ſeaſonable to bring 
ſcaſonable, #por ſo may of ther, fo great Calamunes, as the ohenge of able, 
faithful Miuſters, for frck as wy cannot comfortably commu 
the condutt of their Souls to, av the depriving thens of the 
Liberty of the gal ip; Calamitics far greater then the 
meer loſs of all their warldly Subſtance can amonnt to : in a day 
of common Foy , to bring this zawſleſly on fo wanyJof he AMa- 
1efties SubjeSts , and ply 56 thens te lye- down 1u laart+breaking 
Sorrows , as being almoſt as far wndone , 44: Ian can do 1t; 
this is not a due requital of the Lord for ſo great delrverances : 
Eſpecially confidering , that if it were never ſo certain , that 
t # the Sinof the Mimfters that dave nat be Re-ordained , of 
conforms ; it's hard that ſo many thouſand inwocent prople fboutd 
Suffer ever in their Souls for he faults of others... 0 


NOTE, IX, 
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NOTE. IX. 


T2 E Reformers ſhould do very well, to confider , as 
well the Loſs of the /ate King, as the Keſtanration of 
Th; and hoy much more they contributed to the Former , 
then to the Latter. 'TisI confeſs, an Indecornm, to nar i: 
upon a day of Jubile : a deep, and foul Ingratirude , to en- 
tertain ſo General a Bleſſing , as the Keftoring of his Majeſty, 
with a leſs General Joy. Yet ſince 'twere de to expect , All 
Parties ſhould be pleas'd, and evident it is, Some are not; 
we ll firſt ſee , ho they are that make theſe loud Compleynts, 
and Then, what *tis that troubles them. 

The Presbyterian Minyſters inſooth are ill at eaſe : ſick of 
their old Diſcaſe of 41. ( Biſhops and Common-Prayer ) They 
ſuffer Caxſleleſly they ſay ; andin a day of (ommoun Joy they 
are forc'd tolye down in Heart-breaking Sorrows, Alas now for 
their Tender Hearts ! 

What Mirmidon , or hard Dolopian 
What Savage-minded rude Cycloptan ? &c, — 

I want a Modelt Term to expreſs theſe Peoples want of The Presby- 
Common Honelty. They're ſad they ſay ', when were they c<rians laugh 
other ? but where they ought to have put on Sacks/oth ? What _—_ -—_ 
were their Mock:faſts, but Religions Curſings of. their moſt ae Eh 
Sacred Sovereign ? And their Thanks-giving-feaſts, and 
Sermons ; -- were they not Entertainments , and Diſcourſes , 
of Joy,and Triumph for the Diſaſters of his Majeſty ? 

No wonder then to it ee Theſe People out of humour; at a time 
when all Loyal Sons are fill d with Comfort, | 


To ſuf, er z 1s not yet {0 much : but Cauſeleſly ; That trou- 
bles them : They'r ſorry I perceive that they have given ſo little 
Reaſon for't, | 


; R Juſt 
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Juſt in this manner did they Encroch upon his Late 2dfaje - 
ſty : whom they perſ#d and hunted, with their Barking Argu- 
ments, up to the very Scaffold ; and There , when they were 
ſure that Fords would do no good , they babbled a little, as 
if they meant to have ſav'd him. | 

The old Cauſe Once more ; they have bzen labouring a Fate ever ſince 
reviv'd, his CMajefties Return ; They Preach , they Print the Old 
| Canſe over again ; and mamfettly drive the fame Defign upon 
The Son , Which formerly they executed upon the Fakes. 


Paz.3.Reaſ.4, YL F we thought it wonld net be muſ-interpreted , we would here 

How greata Yy ,, 22m ber you, how great and conſiderable a'yart of the three 

part of the 3. | J a Fs EZ 

Nations ſuffer, Nations they are, that muſt either incur theſe [| erings , or 
condole them that undergoe them z and how great a grief it will 
be to His Majeſty to ſee his grieved Subjefts; and how great a 
joy it will be to him , to have ther hearty thanks and Prayers , 
and ſee them Live in Proſperity , Peace and Comfort nnder his 
jt happy Government, 


Pi "to — 


NOTE. X. 


The Fa&Qion — Muſterirg up of HMulttndes, 18 an old Trick they 
good ar falſe learn'd from the Committee of - Safety; only a help at a 
Muſters. dead Lift ; and truly the Paryy is more then a little grven to 
This way of Amplification, 
Inconfidera= Surely, he's much a Stranger to the Temper” of This Na- 
ble. tion , that does not know the Presbyterians to be very [ncon- 
fiderable , both for Number and Intereſt of Credit with the 
People. Where did they ever any thing without the Indeper- 
dents? and Them, they made a Shift to Enſnare , by a pre- 
rended Engagement for Chriſtian Likerty : which, when thy 
found to be a Cheat with how much Eafe did the Fournymer 
turn off their Maſters ! | 
But 


F 
\ 
| 
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But whata care they take , now of a Suddain, for his I74- 
Jefties Sarrsfattion ! Hay great a Grief,8&:C. — and how great 
a Fy, &C. — 

Indeed his Majeſty has reaſon. to be troubled; to ſee his 
Royal Mercy and Patience thus abuſed , by a forgetful AMur- 
mring Fattion , that will be fatish'd with nothing conſiſtent 
with the Kings D:gnrzy , and Safety ; the Peace and Welfare 
of the Publique, 


[A] WW E may plead the nature of ther Cauſe, to 7196 yout to Pag-4.Reaf.s, 
compaſſionate your poor affiicted Brethren in thetr Suf- The Narure of 


ferings. It is in your own account but for refuſing Conformity tos Caule, 
things indifferent , or at the maſt , of no neceſſity to Salvation. 

It z5 in ther account for the Sake of Chriſt, becauſe they dare 

not conſent to that which they judge to be an uſurpation of hs 

Kingly Power , and an accuſation of his Laws as inſufficient , 

and becauſe they dare not be guilty of addition to , or dinunu- 

tion of his Worſhip, or of Worſhipping him after any other Law, 

than that by which they muſt be judged , or ſuch as ts meerly 
ſubordinate to that. 


[B] Things diſpenſible and of themſelves unneceſſary , ſhould page. 5; 
not be rigorouſly urged upon hinz , to whom they would be a ſin, ol 
and ah. of condemnation. It #5 incaſe of things indifferent bs 
in your own judgement , that we now ſpeak, ' 


[C] If it be ſaid, that it i's humonr , pride, or ſingularity, hid. 
or peeviſhneſs, or fattion , and not true tenderneſſe of Conſcience, 
that cauſeth the doubts, or Non-conformity of theſe men. We 
anſwer , ſuch Crimes muſt be faſtned only on the Individgals., #7 
that "_ proved gmlty of them; and not upon multitudes WE 


unnamed , and unknown , and without proof. 


LD] If u were not for fear of ſuning againſt | Gol] and pay 6. 
wounding their C _—_ » and hazzarding , and hinderin 
their Salvation , they would readily obey you n all theſe things; 
i 15 their fear of Sin and Damnation that us their Impediment . 


F 2 [E] One 
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[E] One would think, rhat a little Charity mupht ſuffice to 
enable you to believe them , when their Non-compliance brings 


them under ſuffering , and their compliance , ts the viſible wa 
to favour ; ſafety , and proſperity in the Warld, in 


NOTE. XI, 


The ground of = is on? Groſs , and Common Principle , which our 
ST p—— Schiſmatical Reformers have laid down as the Foundation 
1MEe, , . . . 
whereupon they bmild, and Juſtifie their Drſagreements, To 
wit; that S cripture 25 the only Rule of Humane Attions.] We 
mult not Eat , Sleep, Move ; — without a Text for't, 
Upon this Ridiculous Afſertion , they pick a Quarrell with 
ſuch Orders of the Church , as are not commanded in the Word 
of God; when yet the Pratice of all Chriſtian Charches hi- 
therto extant , appears againſt them. 

The Cxrſe'lies againſt him that Preaches axother Goſpel. ]-- 
Gal. 1. 8. He that abideth not in the Doctrine of Chriit , hath not Gad: 

2 John 1. 9- Marque them which cauſe Diviſion and Offences , con- 
Rom. 16. 17. zrary to the Doftrine which you have Learned, and avoid 
them, 

Now what's all this, to thz Exteriour mode of Worſhipping? 

x Cor. 14. 49: St, Paw's advice was Decency ; in General Terms, not Wor- 
hip Thws, or fo; but Decently ; and leaving to the Church 
th Judgement of that Decency. 

Some Poſture or other we muſt worſhip in; as Kneeling , 
= manner f S7rring, Standing, Leaning,Proftrate;--or the like.It is not ſaid ; 
_s eo nar] _ in This Poſture or in T hat. But th2 Command is; PRAY. 

Mult we not therefore Pray at all : for want of a ſtri&t Scrip- 


tural Direction in what Poſture? 

-— *Tis thz ſame thing, thz Caſe of all Thoſe Ceremonies, 
which are only of meet , and ſexfble relation to the Duty. They 
are in Themſelves, Tndifferent , but by Command. made Ne- 
ceſſery. Kee: 


Indeed 
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Indeed Agreement even in Outward Forms were a thing 
very deſireable , among all Chriſtians : would but the Diſa- 
greeing Modes, and Humonrs of ſeveral Places bear it : Now 
tince that cannot be , we are commanded to preſent our Souls 
to God, in the ſame Faith ; but for the manner of our Worſhip; 
the ſenſible Formalities of it: we ate to follow their Appornt- 
ments, whom God has given Dominion over our Bodzes : our 
Lawful Rulers. 

To offer up our Prayers , without any Significant Attion , 
were to imply a drowſie , flat , Regardleſſeneſs of what we do. 
To make the ſame Ceremony , Unverſall , were moſt 1npro- 
per ; becauſe in ſeveral Places, the ſame Poſture, or motion , 
carries ſeveral Meanings. 

Well then ; fince ſome viſible Aition , is neceſſary; The, 
or That , (in it ſelf) [ndifferent : --- The ſame,throughont,-- 
unfit ;--- what more agreeable -- Rational expedient ; then for 
the Supreme Magiſtrate , to ſay, Do This, or That, for Or- 
der ſake ; wherein there's nothing of Repwgnancy to Couſci- 
* ence? 

But we'll now lay th2 General Queſtion aſide , and come to 
Particulars. s 


[A] We take EC onformity 5 though to matters [ adifferent , Conformiry 
(1f Commanded by a Lawful «Authority ) to bz a neceſſary to neceflary, 


Satvation : ſo that no on remains in this caſe, but concern- 
in? the Authority. 

Further , their Pretenſe of Conſcience; is both Wide, and 
Peah , 

Wide ; for they diſſent , in things of moſt #andemable Free- 
dome : and wherein, they only oppoſe the Authority , not 
the Thing. Why not JOYN'D;— in thz Marriage office , 
as well as CONJOYN'D > ſo they change wedded, into mar- 
ry'd; anda hundred ſuch frisks they have. Is Fhis, Conſcience? 
Their Pretenſe is weak, too, 2s Thus, 

They undertake to Prohibrt ; which requires th2 ſame Pow- 
er as to Bind, To ſay I cannot , is well ; to ſay [They nut 
not , 1$ Authoritative - and to ſay, They cannot , borders 


upon Simple. How do they know 2? when the ſame thing = b 


Marth. 26.20. 


| Martth.26, 39. 


2 KinNgS 4.13. 
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be Lawful to one, and Unlawful to anothert 

7 hey dare not uſurp Chriſts Kingly Power.) Does not our 
Saviour tell us, his Kingdome is not of rhis World? and bids 
us render unto Caſar the things that are Caſars ? Grove me thy 
Heart ; -— Let the Body do what it can ; without the Agree- 
ment of the Md, all's Nothing. Kneeling before an [dol, 
is no Sn, ('bating the Scandal ) without the adjuntt of a 
miſplac'd Devotion: Or if it be, a Stumble before an Image is 
Tdolatry. Sin is an obliqmity of the Will , not _This or That 
Flexure or Poſition of the Body, In fine ; Where did our Sa- 
viour either command , or forbid any Particular Poſture of the 


Body ? At the Inſt:tutzon of the blefled .Exchariſt , ſays 'the 


Text , | he ſare dow with the Twelve.) for which Critical rea- 
ſon , our punctual Chriſtians will fic too at the Holy Commur 
2108 ; (though in Effect that's not the Poſture ) But we read 
further , that our Bleſſed Saviour | fell upon his Face , and 
Pray d.'\ Why do not our Preciſe Scripterifts, as well Pray , 
Proftrate too , as Communicate , Suting ? 

As if his Laws were inſufficient ;| they cry. No , neither 
are they yet ſo Aftually explicit , as to ſet down at length all 
Conſtitutions helpful to our Condition : Much 1s remitted to 
Political Diſcretion; and 'tis enough if Humane Laws bear 
but a E—_— to the Divine. 

Addition or Diminution to , or of Gods Worſhip, they dare 
z1t aſſent to, |] Let this be underſtood jult to the Letter ; they 
do't Themſelves ; but take itas it properly relaies to points 
unalterable, of Faith, and Doftrine , neither dare we, 


{B| But things diſpenſable , &c. —] The more diſpenſable 
the Command iS; the leſs diſpenſable is the obedience. | If the 
Prophet had commanded thee a great thing , would'ſt thou not 
have done it « How much more then when he ſays to Thee, — 
Wath and be clean >] A Rigorous Injunttion, though of a 
ſmall matter, is made neceſſary by a Frivolaws, and friff op- 
poſal of it. | 


[C] They deny this I»conformity to proteed from Humor, 
Pride , &c,—= and bid us charge Particulars. | Every Pres- 


byteria 


LIM! 
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 byterian » that ated in the late War, and proceeded from 


Pretext of Conſcience , to Subverſion of the Government , 
and 1s not yet converted , B clearly — quod dicere 
vols, Thoſe very people-are now at work again ; upon the 
fame Pretenſe ,\ and (withont Breach of Charity ) I think, we 


*may conclude, por rhe ſame Deſign. 


[ D} Here they proteſt , that only fear of $12 and Dam- 
nation hinders th:ir obedtence.)} Theſe firſt-T able Saints ftop 
ſhort of the Fifth Commandement. What Gofpell do theſe 
Precifnans live by > What Law would their Conformity offend ? 


And yet they offer Oath , that a pure Scruple of Conſcience 15 


therr Impediment. 


They could 1npoſ, e, and ſwallow, a Damnng » Treaſonons Their Scruple 
Oath, againſt the Law, without this Scruple : how come they is FaRion, 


ow tobe ſo'delicate, when they have Dmty, Conſcience, and 
Anthoriny to warrant them 2 The naked Truth 1s this ; They'd 
have the King ſubſcribe to the Suprenaacy of the Kirk; 


[E] Now for the credit of their Proteſtation ; they argue 
that their Nyn-compliance croſſes their Intereſt.) No, (under 
favour ) by no means. There ate more Presbyters, then Bt- 
ſhops, and every Presbyter within his little Territory, 1s much 
more then Epiſcopal. Beſide ; it were againſt the Faith of 
the Afſaerared Combrnation , for Ten or Twenty of them , to 
turn honeſt, and leave the Reſt in the Larch. 

Again ; Their Arcument of [atereſt lies ow , but where 
itdidin Forty one. Their Confciences went then againſt the 
Stream too 3 and yet ( abating ſome odd reckonings , with di- 
vine Juſtice ) they made # ſhift to make a ſaving Game on't, 
- ſhort , they do but ventare a /:?r/e, in hopes to gain a great 

eal, 


mercy and not Sacrifice. 1's: better pleaſed with Re-ordination , 
Subſcription and Ceremonies, than with the ſaving of Souls, by 
the means of this own appointment ? 


33" 


LT $26 : | BIS. Pag.s6.Reaſ.s, 
[ATTN O: you think: , the Lord that died for Souls , and The Diſpro- 
'- © Fhath fent us to learn what that meaneth | 1 will have portion _ 

ewwixt the 
thin:s inQ:re. 
ſtion and the 
Salvation of 


[ B] Concord Souls, 
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Pag.7- [B] Concord in (eremonies , or Re-ordination, or Oaths of 


obedience to Dioceſans , or in your queſtioned particular forms vi 
Prayer, do neither in their nature , or by virtue of any promiſe 
of God, ſo much conduce to Mens Salvation : as the Preaching 
of the Gof} pe! doth 2 by able faithful and laberioms AMimnſters. 
And how comes it to paſs that unity, concord and order muſt be 
placed in thoſe things, which are no way neceſſary thereto. will 
there not be order and concord in Holy obedience and acceptable 
worſhipping of God, on the Terms which we now propoſe and 


crave , without the fareſaid matter of offence ? 


[C] We here ſhew you that we are no Enemies to order , and 
aur long importurity for the means of Concord, doth ſhew that 
we are not Enemies to consord. 


[D] me humbly crave that reproch may not be added to affi;- 
Hon , and that none may be called fattion; that are wot proved 
ſuch ; and that Laws impoſing things indifferent 1n your Judge- 
_ , and ſinful in theirs, may not be made the rule to judge of 
Fattion. 


[E] It zs eafie to makg any man an Offender , by making 
Laws which hs Conſcience will not allow him to obſerve , and 
it's as caſie to make that ſame man ceaſe to ſeems diſobedient , 
obſtinate,or fattions, without any change at all in him by taking 
down ſuch needleſs Laws. 


Pag.8. [F] Sad experience tells the World, that if the Miniſters 


that we are pleading for be laid aſide , there are not competent 
men enough to ſ1 "pp their Reoms, and equaliy to promote the 
Salvation of the Flocks : This ts acknowledged by them , who 


frill grve it as the reaſon why Miniſters are not to be truſted 
with the expreſſing of therr deſires in their own words,nor ſo much 
gs to chuſe which (| hapter to read, as well as which Text to 
preach on , ro their Auditours, becauſe we {hall have Mimfters 


fo weak, 4s to be unfit for ſuch a truſt. 


NOTE, X11, 
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with it : Briefly ; when They're permitted to make Laws let 
% make Halters : We have taſted them already, and if They 
proceed to-mind x of their O/d Diſcipline, let us mind one 
#vother of our Old laveby ; and Thens toogthat they now plead 
far a Bratt,by their own rule not to be recerved into the Church ; 
for1t was concerved in Schiſme and Brought forth in Rehellies; 
(God bleſle us ) I mean Presbytery. 


Whereas thzy urge that ſeveral Litur gies have been allowed 
 wnder the po Prince, &c.----] Confeſs'd : It hath been ſo, 

and may be ſo agarn, and with good reaſon too ; yet all this 
ww This proves no Title our Pretexders have to the ſam: 
Liberty. 

- Where People of differing Humours, and wonted to Diffe- 
ring Cuſtorses, are. united under the ſame Prince ; Prudence 
adviſes a Drverſity of Liturgyes. Again ; *'Tis one thing ts 
perſmgde a Prince ; another thing to force him (but the main 
reaſon is yet to come.) Theſe bo{d Peritroners preſſe the King 
to give them whatithey Gor, and kept, ({0-lang as they could 
bell it) by Rebellion : --- to grant away what his Royal Pather 
neld dearer then his Bloud; and to complete the thameleſſe 
propoſition, -fome of the now- Petitioners to the Sox, were the 
hot Perſecators of the Father, 

In fine, they a&, as if tte; would vie Provecation with the 
Kings Mercy : they ask, That which his Majeſty cannot 
grant, but with a Doxb'e hazzard to himſelf ; --- both from 
the Government, and from the Perſons. 


{A] I you ſhould rejett ( which God forbid ) the mnoderate Pag.9-R.fo, | 


dy ay which now and formerly we have made me hun- 
bly erave leave to offer it ro your conſideration , what Judgement 
al the Proteſtant Churches are likgly to paſs on your proceedngs, 
and how your cauſe and ours will ſtand repreſented to them , and 
to all ſucceeding Ages, ": 


[B] If after owr ſubmiſſion to his Majeſires Declaration, 
and after our own Propoſals of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, and of 


ſuch a Liturgy as here we tender, we may not be permted to 
| H exerciſe 


Of Refuſing. 
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exerciſe our Miniſtry , or enjoy the Publick Werſhip' of God 
ebe _ thoſe 1c wed 6 aol; Biſhops 7 Bins, 
againſt you, that were once wy ce as the chief Defenders of 
that cauſe ( we mean ſuch as Reverend Biſhop Hall and Uſher) 
who have publiſhed to the World that much leſs than this night 
have ſerved to our fraternal Umty and Peace, 


[C] And we doubt not but you know how new and ſtrange 
a thing it # that you require in the Point of Reordination. When 
a Canon amongſt thoſe called the Apoſtles depoſeth thoſe that 


Re-ordain, and that are re-ordained. 


[D]} Not only the former Biſhops of England , that were 
more moderate were againſt it , but even the moſt fervent ad- 
verſaries of the Presbyterian ao ſuch as Biſhop Bancroft 
himſelf ; how ſtrange muſt it needs ſeem to the Keformed Chur- 
ches , to the whole Chriſtian World , and to future Generati- 
ens, that ſo many able , faithful Miniſters, ſhould be laid 
by as broken Veſſels, becauſe they dare net be re-ordained ? and 
that ſo many have been put upon ſo new and ſo Generally diſ-rtl- 
liſhed a thing. | | 


Fo —__—_ 


——__ —— — —— 


NOTE. XVI. 


[A] -A* to the Proteſtant Churches ; (if they have not 

chang'd their opinions) they will give the ſame 
judgement of Theſe people »ow,which they did formerly. That 
is ; they will diſown Them, and their Attzons, for being ſo 
ſingular and Impious , as to oppoſe the Reaſon,” Right , and - 
Prattice of all other Ntions : who Generally have their ſet- 
forms of Prayer. Touching th? Moderation of their Pro. 
poſals , it is already enough xotorrows. 


| [BUF after our $ ubmiſſion to his HMajeſties Declaration, &c.) 
Prodigious Boldneſſe , and Ingratitude ! Submiſſion? as if the 
. King 


The' Relapsd Apoſtate. 
King had Preſsd, wherr he Relax'd'them : anJndn/gence b2. 
yond Preſident , beltow'd upon a people void of Sexſe, 'In- 
deed a Meritorious Patience was their Submiſſion, Content 
they were not, for many of the Presbyterian Teachers here 
- about the Town, Petition 'd for more , ſo toon as That was 
Granted, 

But how have they ſubmitted ? They have not Strock,, That's 
all, Do they not daily Preach , Write , Print againit Epiſ- 
copacy ; in oppoſition to the Expreſs [ntext , and Letter of 
the foreſaid Decl-ration ? Do they not prejudge the Synod, to 
which that Declaration referrs them ? Yes, and abuſe the 
Freedowee of propoſing ſome Alteratiors , by the Rejettion of 
the Whole. Suitable to This Subm; ſton , are Their Propoſals, 
both of the Primitive Epiſcopacy , and of their Liturgy. 
Their Liturgy, as we have ſpoken formerly, is a Contelt tor 
Dominion, not for { onſcieuce, and comes to This at Laſt ; 
If they may not Rule, they will not wy ap 

Their Primitive Epiſcopacy, ſounds as much as Presbytery : 
for they confonnd che Termes, as if Biſhop and Presbyter were 


0 
Or:g:nally the ſame z and Prelacy (as th2 Queynt Smettymnu- Smef.mmus 
#6 has it ) of Diabolical Occaſion, not of Apoſtolical In- Pag-23+ 


rextion., At This Rate, what do thzy offer, in a Primitive 


Epiſcopacy ? Miope in truth they allow, but ſo, that every 


Presbyter muſt be as Biſhop. 

To give the matter Credir ; they Appeal to the Reverend 
Hall, and Vſher,thoſe Learned, c Moderate Biſhops ( as they 
Term them ) whoſe Pens are to bear witnez(s againſt Theſe 
now in Being, and eAuthority,if they refuſe their Askines. I 
am told, (and I believe it) that at leaſt Oze of the Smettym- 
ans had a hand in this New Liturgy , and Petition for 
Peace. If ſo, I mult needs put the Gentleman a Froward 

ueſtzon. 

1s Biſhop Hall ſo much enrov'd ſince he Dy'd? (1n truth a 
Prelate to whoſe Memory the Church of England owes great 
Reverence) This was that Leary'd and Moderate Biſhop , that 
Smeitymnuns ſo beſpatter'd under the Name of the Remonſtr.axr. 
But will you ſee now how that Noble Prelare was bayted by five 
of our new-fangled Primitive Biſhops? $M, E.C. T.T. 


H 2 M. N. 
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Biſhop Hai#'s 
Model offer, 
Pag. 3: 


The Relaps'd Apeſtete. 
M..N. W.S.: (let Mr. Martes uncipber this:) 


Varie Leftiones upon - 
: Reverend, Moderate , and Learned, 

Epiſcopal bravado. Pag. 3.] Treafe on Treaſon Pas. 4.) We 
know not what his Arrogancy might attempt Pag. 1 4.\ So many 
Falfitiesand Contradictions. Pag. 15. ] A Face of confident 
Boldneſs, A Self confounded man.—— Nytorions Fallity--1bid, ] 
His Notorious —] not leave his — | Pag. 16. | 

Os durum —| forgets not himfelf, but God alſo. \ Words 
bordering upon Blaſphemy —]— [ndignation will not ſuffer ns 
to proſecute theſe Falſities \—*Pag.18. | | 

A Stirrep for Antichri(f|- Pag.30.] Amichriſtian Go- 
vernment |==Pag.65.] — we thank God we are none of you.) 
Pag. 74. ]—Borders upon Antichrift.\ Pag.80.]-=Pride, Rebel. 
lion , Treaſon, Unthank-falneſs, which have iſſned from Epiſ- 
copacy. \Pag.85.] | | 


Theſe were Favours of the Biſhops own laying up ; and fo 
much for the Reverend, Moderate , and Learned. 

1t ſeems a Presbyter in the Chayre , 1s not Infallble : why 
may they not miſtake themſelves as well in the B:(hops opinion 
as in his Charafter 2 Or may they not forget their Propoſalls 
they have offer'd, as well as the 7njnries ?' Will theſe Gentle- 
men ſubſcribe to the Biſhops Eprſcopacy by Divine Right ? ©r 
mY they ſhew , wherever he paſs'd a Contradittion upon him- 

elf? | 

Nay , come to his Modeſt offer , to the Aſſembly in 1644. 
1s That the Piece ſhall riſe in Judgement againſt 9s? (and 
That yet was par'd as Cloſe as cloſe could be, the better to 
comply ith the Sullenneſs of a Prevailing Fattion, ) Hear 
what the Biſhop ſays in That Treatiſe then. 


There never yet was any iſery of the Chareh , wherein 


there was not full mention made of Biſhops , as the only Gover- 
mmrs thereof, 


The 


The Relapsd Apoftate. 
The Ru{es of Church Gavernwont laid farth is the Epiſtles 


tg Timothy, aud Tigys.,, do ſuppoſe, and levpert that viry _pro- 
Leo heh s Ry by Epiſcoq o_ LE bis dey.) _ 


| The Co-aſſeſſisn.of 4' Lay-Preghytery he 'difapproves : and Pog, 15. 


in his Epifle Dedicatory to his. Epiſcopacy by. Divine. Right , 
This ;. 1/f aug mas Lung, can ſhow. any ane« Lay-Pregvyter 
that cuer was smthe World th Farelk, , aud. Viret firft created 
him”, let me forfeit my Reputation to Shame, and my: Life 
to Fuſtice; | [: 

- Sez now what the late Primate of. Armagh ayes in his D;- 

Encangl Uh dindiion » <4 Jwriſdifbign hath. expr S HHar- 
rant , in holy Scriptwres : as namely- Tin 1. 5. For this 
Cauſe left I Thee in Crete ,-that then ſhould'/# (et in order , 
things that are wanting , aud erdeyy Preghyters + that is, Mi- 
nifters in gyery City ;. as the fulſtof ;Tivrhy 5, 9.2. leyhands 
ſudden! 0 6 an; and: Verſe I'd. gen able, or 
AMinifter , receive not au Acouſation ut wander Two-wr- Three 


Wiagyd Pag. 4- > 5 
Vo ather Government beard of in the | Churches for 1500. 
12ers aud mare , theu by Biſbops.] Pag 5. wi. fort] 36. 


This is enough to clear the Autherity. of, the: Jyfttution; 
But That, they'll ay is not thz Queſtian > Theſe Reverend 
Biſhops gave their Judgements, of, .and for a Premutuve Epuſ- 
copecy : and toa Government ſo Regulated, theſe Divines - 

fer to ſubmit, Aol \ (; 337 by 
, . Thatis ; they will alloy a Riſhop-t9. :Ricle 7 Conſecration 
with his Presbyters : and-This looks gayly to the Conmunr 

[0 with his Presbyters, (they cry) aud will, not thas. content © 
hizs ? what. ; would the. Adore abſolute s Popes ? and- 
T hen, the Qrder's preſently proclaingd for. Amchriſfian : and 
#ar. dehounc'd againſt all Conftitutione: of. T heir framing , as - 
Superſtitions. Nay , the molt Solegan Forwss.and Orders of the 
Church ; though weverable for their Jang: Continuance;, Uſe , 
Decency, and Vujuerſal Profiice., are:tbrownout , as Jdals- 
| trams , . 


þ 


Presbyrerian 
Primitive E- 
piſcopacy, 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate; 
Eroms., becauſe e the Biſhops favour vixem, © Of (0 great moment 
are'the Fallacies of "pleaſing words, where there wants 5k111, or 
care t6taſt the bitter meaning. 

But alas ! Thoſe ſimple Wietches that inveigh againſt the 
Tyranny and Claims of Biſhops ; and with an undiſtinguiſhing 
rage , — confound the perſoxs with their Cal/iyg: how do the 
draw upon themſelves the thing they Fear , and furiouſly oppoſe 
the ſum of their own wiſhes ? , | | 

—— Do they firſt know what 'tis, To RULE i» CON- 
SOCIATION? 

Itis, To Degrade a Biſhop into a Prime Paſtor : — to diſ- 
robe him of his Apoſtolical prelation of Degree , and allow hins 
a (omplemental priority of Order. is Iheminution of 
B:ſhops, will, doubtleſs , not diſpleaſe their Exemies ; but let 
them have acare ; for in that very A and 1»ſtart , wherein 
they fetch a Biſhop down to a Presbyter , does every Presbyter 
become a Byhop : ſo that for five and twenty they pluck down , 
they ſer #p ſome tex thanſand, 5 

. This was the Cheat that fool'd the People into thoſe Ta- 
mults, which the Smetiymunans entred the Liſts to juſtifie., A 
Primitive Epiſcopacy was the Pretenſe , which they boyl'd 
down at length into a rank, Presbyrtery, and more Impe- 
riour, Thus was the Government of the Church deſtroyed ; 
and after the ſame warner, That of the State. > 

[The King was to govern with his Parliament. | This ſaying 
carryed a Popular ſound ; and the Mulritade were not able to 
comprehend the Drift of it. In ſhort, they brought his Ma- 
zeſty, firſt, to be oxe of the Three Eſtates; thence, by degrees, 
lower and lower, till they Dethro#'d him, and at laſt Mwriher'd 
him. | | 

This was the curſed Iſſue of a Pretenſe, to the Regulation of 
Monarchy and Epiſcopacy . | : 

But toend thispoint : The Reformers would perſwade the 
world, That they have made a Tender of more yielding , than 
the foremention'd Reverend Biſhops have acconnted neceſſary to 
Fraternal Unity and Peace, © ig NY 

- We anſwer ; That to make This good, they muſtprove, that 
Theſe Biſhops have renounc'd their Epsſcopa/ , and _ 

menaens 


=P The Relaps'd Apoſtate. 49 


 intendent Authority ; or Inſtance for Themſelves; wherein 
They acknowledge it. Not to infiſt upon their -Ofarparious,, 
of Framing a new Liturgy , without a Commiſſion ; "and Ineps- 
ing upon the Eſtabliſhed Government without either Modeſty or 


Keaſon, 


[CJ Touching Reordination: (with ſubmiſfion ) I do not un- 
derſtand it either Reqwſite, or Vslawful: nor can I learn that 
itis Preſs'd, as they pretend. ey 
The Canon whereupon they ground, is This. | Ss quis Epiſ- 
cops, aut Presbyter, aut Diaconus , ſecundam ab aliquo Ordi- 
nvationens ſuſceperit depontitor, tam ipſe, quam qui ipſum Ordi.. 
navit , m1 forte conſtet euns Ordinationem habere ab hereticts 
ui enim 4 talibus Baptizati , aut Ordinati ſunt , hr neque 
Fideles, neque Clerici eſſe poſſunt.] If any Biſhop , Presbyrer, 
or Deacon, ſhall receive from any man ( ab al:qno ) a ſooind 
Ordination , let the Perſon Ordaimng ( qui ipſum ordinavit ) 
and the Perſon Ordained , be both Depeſed : unleſs it appear, 
that his prior Ordination was by Herericks. For thoſe thatare 
either: Baptized or Ordained by ſuch, cannot be reputedeither 
Believers or Clergy-men. 


[ 


Obſerve firſt , that Thus Canon preſuppoſes a Regular, and 
Epiſcopal Ordination : ab aliquo: — qui ordinavit :— referring 
finely to the Biſhop, whoſe Aſſiſtance 1s'deem'd ſo Efſemial to 
the mork, as that No Biſhop; no Ordination. . 7 

Next, there's an Error in the Canon: For, If Baptiſm ſe- Hooker's Ec- 
riouſly be adminiſtred in the ſame Element , and with the ſame p > pol, lib, 5. 
form of words which Chrifts Inftitution Teacheth , there us no ſeth, 62. 
othes defett in the-wortd , that can make it Fruftyate. | So that 


This Cano availes them little, either in reſpeR& of the Scopeof 

it, or the Authority. | * Ps wh ILY mA 
But is | Re-ordination (ſay they) ſo vewand ſfrange a' thing ? , 

I am ſorry to ſee mom Niew quarrel with tes We had it A — C 

n the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, arg'd, and received : | Impreflion, 

and ith leſs colour Then, thin Now + for there, a-true neceſſi- pag. 51. 

ty lay upon themn': They fled for Conſcience; and received Orders 

in the Reformed Churches; not in comempt of Biſhops, but one- 


ly 
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The. Relapsd. Apeſtate. 
ly for want of them. -Whereas our cavilling Pretenders, have 
caſt thens off ;— Rejefted ther Authority 5 — Uſurged their 
Power; laid vielent bands upon their-ſacred Order ,— and 
after all , they havethe confidence , to claim, from their 
Tetruſions, and (till adhere to the equity of Their Revols, 


[ D ]- Biſhop Bancroft (they ſay) was againſt it : (no Pres- 


 byterian Biſhop...) Could but theſe Gentlemen have ſeen be- 


yond their Noſes,, they would have ſpar'd this Inſtance : 
Mark now how Bancroft was againit it. _ 
In 1610. a Queſtion was moved by Dottor Andrews , Biſhop 


- Hiſt. of Sot!. of Ely, touching the Conſecration of three Scotiſh Biſhops » who, 
4ib.7. pag.51 4-as he (aid, mnſt firſt be ordained Pregbyters , as having recerved 


Page 10. 
Reaſon I1. 


no Ordination from a. Biſhop. Bancroft being by, maintain dit 


not neceſſary, ſeting where Biſhops could not be had, the Ordi- 
vation given by the Presbyters muſt be eſteemed lawful. | This 
carri'd it, 

Hence, it appears, that if Biſhops cold have been had, their 
Ordination ly Presbyters had not been lawful. Had not theſe 
Gentlemen now as good have let the'old Biſbop alone , .as 


have taken the Dorr ? as Smettymnuus has it. « 


Let not the World believe yet, that theſe Complainers are 
out of play, barely upon the account of Ke-ordrnation, 

None ate Txr#'d out ( {0 far as ] can hear ).upon That Scru- 
ple ; But ſure , 'tis a fair reaſon not- to. Adm: thent + For it 
denotes them Fattiow, and in Truth j the common buſineſs 
of theit Lettares is notorious Schiſm. 


= holy Ghoſt hath commanded you to over-ſee the Flick, 
A wot by conſtraint, but willingly ; not 4s being Lords over 
God's heritage, but as Enſamples to the Flock. And that it s 
»ot onely more comfortable to your ſelves , tobe loved as the Fa- 
thers, than to be eſteemed the Afﬀulters of the Church ; but that 
It is needful to the ends of your Mimſtry for the Peaple.. Þ hen.yu 
are loved, your doctrine will mare eafily be Tecerved. But when 
men think that their Souls or. Liberties are endangered by 
Jon, it's eafie to judge how much they are likg to ah © ” ©) L 


The: Relaps'd Apoſlate. 


NOTE. XII, 


[A] V E have the ſame things over againſo often, I'm 

een Sick on't. But I Reply ; —— 'Tis 
Truth ; God #5 better pleas'd with the Saving of Souls, by the 
means of his own Appointment ; thes, &c.— 

Government ts Gods Ordinance , Obedience his Appointment, 
Obey then , andbe ſaved. Re-ordiuation is not preſs'd as ne- 
coſſo » nor, (that I know) Propos'd ſo; thouch to deal freely, 
( as the Caſe ftands) I think it were no needleſs Telt of D:ſ- 
crummation, 

Subſcription, and Ceremonies are of moſt neceſſary Relation Ceremen.es 
to Haity, and Order : which 'tis th Churches Care , and Duty we neceliary 
- to »phold; to prevent Schiſme, and Confuſion. The (hurch,*? Gone 
in theſe /»junttions, does but comply with a Swperiour ( one- 
mand , virtually inculcated in all thoſe Precepts that concern 
Umty and Decency : and Theſe Ref uſers , trike at God him- 
ſelf in their Diſobedience to his Miniſters. 


[B] But Concord in Ceremonies, &c. | Obſerve this Clauſe 
_ well. | 

Here's firſt Imply'd a Competition betwixt the Efficacy of a 
Sermon , and of a Ceremony, &c. Whereas we put This 
difference ; The oze , is Gods Ordinace ;. th other , Mans. 

Yet is itin ſuch ſort Humave , as that the Authority is virtu- 
ally Drvixe. 

See now their Complement upon the Epiſcopal Clergy : AS 
if the Church of England had no able Preachers , but Non- 
Conformiſts : The Fruit of whoſe Laborious 7Adimſtry has 
been a Twenty-years Rebellion. 

But the point moſt remarkable, is This. *Tis CEREMO- They oppoſe 
NY they oppoſe ; not Thes or that [njunttion , as of ill choyce the Powernor 
or tendency ; but as an Impoſition. Their Plea 15 a Rejektion *Þ< Thing, 
of the Power Impoſing , more then of th2 thing impoſed : Tis 
the Command forſooth that they diſlike. | as an Addition ro 
Gods Worſhip.) Let Confidence it ſelf bluſh for Theſe _— 

G ray Ce 


36 The Relaps'd Apoſtate.. 

Pray'e what's the difference betwixt Addition to God s Wor- 
ſhip, un Words, or in Aﬀtions ? Only the One works upon 
the Eye , th2 Other upon tha E:r ; Both tending to the ſame 
Effect, and Marques of our Concerpr , alike; whether by a 

« Significancy of nature , or of Agreement, matters not much. 
They icem i alloy of a Ser-form of Words, why not of At- 
5ons too 2 Since neither the One , nor the other amounts to any 
thing , but as they are Qualify'd , and Tinfiar'd with the [- 
tention. Says the Command ; == Say Thus ; and Why not = 
DO Thw too ; Grant Both, or nether ; for Theſe Two , 
Srand or fall , by th ſame eArgument. WEE atk no more 
liberty then THEY take. - Their Prayers, and Forms are not 
eAttually in the Scripture ; Our Rites and Ceremomes are 
Potentially there. For this Cauſe (ſays St. Paul to Titns ) I 
left thee in (rete, that thou ſhowldeſt ſet in Orde®the things that 
are wanting , and -ordain Elders inevery ("ity , as I bad ap- 

inted Thee.) Here's a Commuſſion at Large, to ſet in Order, 
bo What , or How , remitted to Deſcretiov, 
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Touching Re-ordryatron we have ſpoken before, A word 
now concerning their Oaths of obedience ro Dioceſans, 

' The Presbyte- That Theſeperſons do not much Rick at an Oath, is evi- 
rians ſwear dentfrom the many Oaths they have already taken ; divers of 
freely. which being of dite& Contrad:i&ion , would make a man ſuſ- 

pe&, they did not much heed what rhey ſwear. Only new 
when the Oath they ſhould take, comes in Queſtion, a 
Qualme of Conſcience ſeizes them. They cannot (wear obeds- 
ence to Dioceſans, Thatis , they will not ſubmit to Epiſcopal 
Government : or yet more cloſe, They'lt ſerup PRESB t- 
TERY and Rule us Themſelves. 

Why ſhould theſe men be Trw/ted, withont an Oath , 
according to the Law, that have ſo freely' ſworn , againſt the 
Law ? Nay, did not Modelty refireyhn me, I ſhould diſcourſe 
the Inſecurity of crediri»g thoſe people wpox their Oath ; that 
have already broke» ſo many. Again 3 They plead Exemp- 
tion from Swearing , that of all Mortals were the moſt Vio- 
lent Exforcers of it. | 
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The Relapsd Apoſtate. 

Now t6 our a Forms of Prayer.) Who Queſtions 
them > but they that Queſtion'd as well our Form of Go- 
vernment > Thoſe miſerable Hypocrites , whoſe Brearhs are 
yet ſcarce ſweet, fince they ſwore Laft againſt the King , and 
voted down the Biſhops. eAgreement in the manner of Wor- 
ſhip ought to be the Churches Care ; The Peoples Duty is ſub- 
miiſtox , and Obedience ; to which, God in the very Prezept, 
has annex'd a Promiſſory Bleſſing : and he that reſiſts , ſha 


receive to himſelf Damnation. 


[C] ButT hey are no Enemies (they ſay ) to Order, and 
Contord. Indeed , they're Pleaſant Folks : We are their 
Witneſſes , what pains they took to bring all to a Presbyte- 
r1an Rule , and Order : and to unite the People in a faderal 
Concord, againſt their Priace, by a Rebellious Covenant. 


{D) Here they demand , that wore may be call d Faittions , 
that are not prov'd ſo.) Content ; Whatis it to be Fattious, 


but to promote , and ſtir np Diſaffeftions againſt the ſlated Go- Who are 
vernment ? At This Rate, all the Preachers , #riters, Prin- * ation, 


ters, &c. againſt the Epiſcopal Order, or the Conſtitutions of 
the Charch are Faftiom. More narrowly, the Publiſhers, and 
Comtrivers of the Petition for Peatez the Presbyterian Lefiu- 
rers; (Twenty for One) and their Abertors may be reckerrd 
among the Fatt;ous, But in fine, let them prove our Cerems- 
nies Unlawfnl , we'll ſoon thew them who is Fatt;oxs. 

Their next Propoſition , that the Law may not be made the 
Rule to judge of Faition] 18 (I perſwade my ſelf ) a Slip more 
then they meant us. The Law # above the King , they ſay, 
and yet They'd be above the Law. 

This is to draw an Appeal from the Beach to the Barr ; to 
damn the Judgement be Law , and make 4 Presbyterian 
the Tudge of f attion. 


{E] They come »ow to preſſe , the wielence of the Laws 
upor their Conſciences.) Whereas 'ris evident, that Streight , 
and Gentle Laws, have met with Sowre, and crooked Hamors. 
They ſay, the Law makes the Offender : may they not _ 

G 2 ; a 
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The Conſe. 
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Presbyrerian 
Liberty. 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate. 
the Decalogue , by the ſame rule ? What ſhall me ſay. then? 
(fays St.Paml ) Is the Law, Sin ? God ford, Nay, I had 
wot known Sin, but by the Law : for I had not kyown Luft, ex- 
cept the Law had ſaid, T hou ſhalt not Covet ; But Sin taking 
occaſion by the Commandment , wrought 1n me all manner of 
Concupiſcence.] — Sint the Tranigreilion of the Law ; == the 
D:ſobedience not the Precept. 

This Frezdome of Challenoinz th2 Law, leads to an Ar- 
r&'gnment of the Ten Commandements. The 1dolater excepts 
to the firſt, and Second; the Blaſphemer, to the Third; the 
Sabbath-breaker,to the Fourth;the Rebell to the Fifthzthe Mur- 
therer, to the Sixth ; --- the Adulterer , to the Seventh ; -- 
th2 Thief , to the Eight ; — the Slanderer , to the Ninth; 
the Extortioner , © the Tenth. 

Well, but their Conſciences cannot ſubmit to obſerve ſach and 
ſuch Laws. Truly,to give them thzir Due, nor any Other nei- 
ther but of their own mak;ng. Though every man may be al- 
low'd to be the Fudge of his own Conſcrence ; yet there are 
many Caſes wherein men ought to be ſeverely pumrſhd ,. for 
Atling according to their Conſciences : For Conſcience may be 
miſmform d ; ani beyond doubt , there never yet was any 
Hereſie , but had ſome well meamng Believers of th opinion, 
Grant but this Liberty to the Presbyterians (as upon Equity of 
Conſcie:ce) all other Fattions, have the ſame Title-to 1t. 

Where are we Then , but in an umverſal State of War ? 
His Conſcience will have no King ; Azothers , no Biſhops ; a 
Third, no Laws ; a Fourth , no Religion; One will have 
Women in Common ; —— Another , Goods : — In fine ; Our 
Peace , Comfort , and Reaſon ; — nay, and the Digmty of 
Humane Natere ; — All that #s Noble, iu us, or belonging 
tows , is by This Presbyterian Argument of an Imaginary 
Conſcience, drown'd in Bratality, and Confuſion, 

What Remedy then , when betwixt Law, and Conſcience , 
theres a real D.ſagreement ? Where ſo it happens; rather 
I=t People [nocently ſuffer , though they /oſe their Freedoms , 
thn by a foul Reſiſtance endanger their Salvation to recover it. 

Bur They'd be quiet , they ſay, if ſome needleſs Laws were 
taken away, Yes; as thzy were before , when uncer Colour 
only 


The Relapsd Apoſtate. 
only of Regulating , ſome ſuch needleſs Laws , they deſtroy 4 
all the Reff, 


[F] Their next compleynt, is for want of Competent men 
to ſupply the place of Their Miniſters | Still they confine the 
| Competent] to their own Party - Reaſoning the weakzeſſe of 
the Miniſters , becauſe they may not be Entruſted , to Pray in 
their own words , or tochoeſe their own Chapters, &C. | 

Theſe Gentlemen have ſome reaſon to knoiv ,, that there 
are Knaves , as well as Fools; and that the Fattiozs, are leſs 
fit to be Tr#/ted with Th:t Liberty , then the Simple. 
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[A] *H E perſons that We 1:0 ſpeak, for, are ready to Pag.8.Reaſ.7, 
ſubſcribe to all comtatned in the Holy Scriptares , The Noncon- 


and willing to be obliged by the Laws of men to prattice it, : _ _ _ 


[B] Seeing then you do profeſs that none of your Impoſitions, ms. _ 
that cannot be concluded from the S Copy , are nece(ſary totion. 
Salvation : let thens not conſequentially be made neceſſary to it, 
and mare neceſſary than that which # ordiaarily neceſſary. 


[C] That ſmaller things muſt not be impoſed by unproportio- Pag. 9. 
able pena/ties. : 


[D] The Church may not maks any thing neceſſary to preach- 
ing it ſelf ; that ts of it ſelf unneceſſary, and not antecedently 
neceſſary , at leaf by accident, 


NOTE, XIII 


[A] LA. we have an Obligation to Thzſe Refurmers , 
thitif the Law requires it , thzy will ſubſcribe to 

th2 contents of the Huly Bible : But That muſt bz with their 
0-pn Comment t00, They puzzle the V; #lgar with a blind no- 
nay 
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tion of Things neceſſary to Salvation ; a8 if the ſole belief of 
the Divine Authority of Sacred Writ , andof the Myſteries, 
therein compriſed, were enough to carry a man to Heaven. 


Things _ Some Things are neceſſary to Salvation , as We are Chriſti- 
faty 10 Salva-,,, Thatis; the Surune of the Catholick, Faith, ( accor- 


tiGN, 


ding td our Confeſſion) which except a man believe faithfu'ly, 
he canmt be ſaved. |— or in ſhett ; an un-doubting 4 HA- 
tron and Submiſſion to the explicite Doarine of the Ne, 
teaching Salvation : Theſe are things , Primarily, evidently, 
and #nchangeably neceſſary , equally binding all Humare fleſh, 
without dithnaion. 

Some things again , are neceſſary to our Salvation, as We 
are Mey in Svciety ; for Inſtance, _ And thee are 
matters commonly , in Themſelves, Indifferext ; Changea- 
ble in their Qualities ; Temporaryin their Obligarion ; and yet 
neceſſary by Collettion, The thort of all is Th# ; Where the 
Law of the Land does not Thwart the Law of God ; or That 
of Natwre ; weare to obey the Politique Magiſtrate , upon 
pain of Danmation. 


[B] That Impoſitions are not neceſſary to Salvation. | We 
aniwver, They are not »eceſſary to be impos'd ; but neceſſary to 
be obey'd. 


\T] Concerning the meaſure betwixt the Fault and the Pu- 
mſhment ; Let the Law eſtimate the one , and = 5ortion the 
Other. Private Perſons are not to Corre& the Publick. 
Laws. 


[D] The Church may not, &c.] Many a man may be duly 
qualify d to Preach, in point of Ordization, ( for the purpoſe ) 
or Ability , that yet m other regatds is not fit to come into 
a Pulpit. Thope , refuſing to communicate with the Church, 
may pals for as tair an Impediment ; as refuling to Cauenant 
againſt it. (I amenfor el to refreth thefe Gentlemehs me- 
mories ever and anon, ) 


if 
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FP our Religion be Laid upon your particular Litur W8 Pao. 
J ſhatt teach , Papiſt farther to Hſu , by ah 4, ph ag 4 
where was onr Religion two hundred years agoe ? The Commun- Maſs-Book as 
Pr ayer- Book as difering acre the Maſs-Book, being not ſo the Common- 
old , and that which might then be the matter of a change , is TRLYIOG: 
not ſo mnch unchangeable it ſelf, but that thoſe alterations may 
be accepted for endsfs deſireable Af are now before us. 


Py 
RR me——_ 


NOTE. XILY, 


FL This, we anſiver, that our Religion is wunalterable ; 
out Litrrgy not. If a Papift nsks a Presbyterian where 
his Relt:gion was two bundred years agoe ? he midht as well ak 
him,where *ewill be two hundred years 7 nh But That's a hatder 
Queſtion to a Pariran , then to a Catholigqne. 

Further ; to preſſe the D:fferings, or agreement of the & 
Common-Prayer-Book,, from or with the Maſs-book,, is more 
a ſhife then an Argument, Wee'll keep to our Adverſary. 
'Tis our Profeſſion, that the Forms is Alterable; but by the 
ſame power onely that Eftab'iſd it ; Not by a Conventicle, or 
a Club of Running-Lefturers ; but by a grave conſult of 
Reverend Divines; thatis, Prepar'd by them, and fired for 
the ſtamp of the Supream Authority. 


EE we may not have the — of the Primitive timer, when pag, g Reaſ.g, 
: for ought 64n be proved, no Liturgical Forms were 1m oſed The Liberty 

of the of the Ancis 
ene times. 


upon any Church , yet at leaſt let us have the Liberty 


following Ages , when under the ſame Prince there were drver- 


ſity of Liturgies and particular Paſtors , had the _ of $78 


s. | | 


king #14 altering them for their particuler Cher 


NOTE. XV 


Paixe.1 1.2, 


A modeſt re- 
queſt. 


Johnſon, 
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NOTE. XV. 


He theſe good people beat the Buſh, and yet art no- 
thing ! The Liberty of the Primurve Tumes, &c.)] what 
Primitive Times ? where will theſe men beoin their Reckon- 
ing ? The late Primate of Ireland, tells us, that [all the 
Churches in the Chriſtian world, in the firſt, and Beſt times, 
had their ſet forms of Liturgy whereof moſt are extant in the 
writings of the Fathers, at this day] --- when you Pray, ſay— 
Ozwr Father, 8c.\ Inthe Apoſtles age, th2 Holy Ghoſt abun- 
dantly ſupply'd all humane needs, by ſuper-uatural Graces and 
Tnfpirations. But the Uſe of Litargres 1s too cleer,to ſuffer 
or admut a contradiction. 

Yet this they are not very earneſt in; allow them onely the 
Liberty of the following Ages) and what was that I beſeech 
ye ? Onely the Power Fi Nag g and Altering Luturgies them. 
ſelves; as under the ſame Prince ha's been ; Ares permitted 
to Particular Paſtors. | 

Away away for ſhame, with Theſe Horſe-conrſing Tricks ; 
they dreſſe a ſound Leg to amuſe the People, when the Jade 
wants an Eye. Look ye be not Cheated with Their Ambition, 
and never trouble your ſelves for their Conſciences - They'll 
fhift in all weathers; -- for 1n caſe of neceſſity.— 

Pigg may be Eaten ==—— Yea Exceedingly well Eatex. 


T would the whole Nation might but once dream of ſuch a 
whipping, as when theſe Reverexces got the Law into their 
own hands, their bounty would beſtow upon them. They 
would uſe no other b#g-word to their Children, then the Pres- 
byterians are coming. 

Wer't not a Meet Reformation, to have an Almighty In- 
quiſition,ſet up in every Pariſh : toſeea Pontificall Presbyter 
rule as Kg and Prieft over the Efates and Conſcieces of his 
ſubjefted congregation ? To have but One Commandement to 
keep, inſtead of Ten ; Obey the Presbyter, —— In truth *tis 
ſuch a Government of Clomts, I caanot chuſe but play the m_ 

wit 
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NOTE. XVII, 
T7 Elieve me, and'we are now upon a weighty Queſtion. 
B Who ſhall be Judge, the People, or the Church ; Which 
#Chrift's Flock > That is, Whether ſhall One be the Jud ge of 
all the Rell; or all the Reſt be the Judge of that One? ( for that's 
the point) What fgnifies the Aſnlrirvde, but a number of ſingle 
. Perſons,*where each Individual atts', and accompts for. him- 
felf-2. whereas the Church, is both by Divine Deputation, and 
by Political Patton , Anthorts'd and Ackyowledg 4 to bg the 
Judge of All. | 
 *. 1 there were nothing in't but common Expedience ;— Reg- 
ſon of Tatereſt', and of State : me-thinks , Thar mighr ſuffice 
to make us' reſt in The;r Decrees , to whom \, as by a genera 
reference ,, We have ſubje&ed the D-ciffow of altonr Differe;r- 
ces, But the Benignity of Providence treats us more kindly 
yet ; annexine all the Bleſ/txgs of both Worlds to our Obedience : 
which ſurely- no man-will oppoſe ; that is;not wholly void of 
Religion, Moral Honeſty, and Of common Prejence. * 
But t zs betrey*to obey God then Man, they Treltus, Has the 
Charch any juriſdittion over our ſouls? any ri ght of Impoſing 
upon our Conſciences ? ie bs 
No, God forbid. But does not the: Church know gur con- 
ſciences as well 'as we know ore anthers ? artd* may nor the 
Church as well ſuſpe& that'we do mor think Thus vr So , as we 
afirm that others do? When private perſons plead for Them- 


The Chtrci 
the Judge, 


ſelves, it may be conſcience ; but when they *come,ovce to * 
ſickle for 2thers, 'tis Fattron, (If it be ſaid, that Preachers 


art not private perſous. Taniver , That all [ubord:zate * perſons 
are private, in reſpe& df thar Spuperiors. In finz , it" is or 
Duty every marfto attend the'ond of his ow? font 5 and it b>- 
longs to the {h»rch to over-watch us All : preſerving (till the 
common Unity, tx>agh to the grief of ſome particulars. 


Well, 


oY. 


f : % 


_ Well , but there are ſo many Thouſands (they ) that ſuf- 
fer upon renderneſs of Conſcience, Theſe Peopfe 2 but macke 
Sores, that they may. beg -Plaifters. . There may be Tender 


The. 


 Conſciences,, and there are , doubtleſſe , to whom great 7 en- 


Eg 


Matth. 24. 4.. 


derneſs is due , and needful ; but theſe Campleyners are not of 
That »wnber, They are too laviſh in their undertakings for 
others, and too Peeviſh in their Pleadings for T hemſelves. He 
that is Poſetive in what. he does xot know,forfeits his Credit tod 
in what h2 does. EI _—-P 

But They are ſtill Chrifts Flock: and *tis enough ; They ſay 
it. (from Sheep with Clawes , deliver us.) 

Take beed (iays our Saviour) that no man decerve you ,-far 
many ſhall come in my name , ſaying, 1 am Chriſt, and ſhall 
decerve max | and again; T here ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and 


Mauh.24. 24.falſe Prophets.] We ſee the very Text bids us take heed ,. and 


foretells dangerons Hypocrites. 

But what need we look further then our own Memories ? 
Was not the whole Crew of the late Corſprrators, clad in the 
Livery of Gods People ? Only His Majeſties Friends had, 
and have till the Fortune to be reckon'd among the Prophane, 
and not admitted into the Fo/d, 

Would Theſe Correbtors of Magnificat would ſhew us ence; 
where ever Chrif call'd his Flack, together with a. Scotch Co- 
venant : or where. the Haly Ghoft gives Private Perſons an 
Authority over their Swpercourg; or Commulſions the Sheep to 
Quarrel with their Paſtor, TY | 

It is confeſs'd, that Softneſs, and Humulity becomes the 
Fathers of the Church ,. and 'tis exjoy,'d them; But then Obe- 
dience likewiſe befits the Childrex.; whoſe part itis, mecklyto 
obey , in all matters not direftly nfl, but to Refft in 


— Noze. ; 6 We Hs OE 
Schifne. turns ,, Let me add. one thing further, : Where Theſe dividings 


co Rebellion. 


 Threatqus the State ;. beſide 


about Forms are ſuffer'd , ,the {chief ſeldome tops ar 
Schiſme : for the ſame Prexciple ,, that Rents th2 Church s 

Cn of an Ambitioes 
Fattion, ever at hand to-aid and . to expprove , that Peeviſy 
Holyneſſe. In Truth. , both Intereſts are ſo emer-woven,, thax 
'tis Impoſſible to Crſh the exe without bruiſing the other , and 
o to 
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to.contlude z a Sehiſmratique'(hifes 25 naturally into a-Fraptor, 
ear #Muzor turns- to aFlye, © wy 
. >The nextiſtep from Liberty of Conſtience , is Freedome of 
Eſtate and Perſon ;- and from Liberty of Thought , they pro- 
Earmſt, with tyy Honelt Friends Jeaf. s Som, ui 
_ LIT IITS 3." | 
For at the Beginning was.nor-Feaſant, nov Print; © 
And who (the Drivel) made the Diſtinition ſince? 


>\ 


EE we'are wot 1 pornt of Ceremomes or Forms in every thing p, 2.10. 
of your miid ; it is no more ſtrange tohave Variety of Intel- Reaſon, 12, 
leftual Apprehenſieas in the ſame Kingdome and Church , then 

variety of hpi ares aud degrees F age and ftrewgth. 


. R ., ow 
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| WEE do not ſay 'tis ſtrazge , that there ſhould be YVarrery 

'*- of Intelleflual Apprehenfiens ; but we contend thatſ7 t 

#, Iteverwas', andever will be {6': arid from the Trinh, 
and*Evidence of That Aſſerrion,,” ariſes the cleat reaſon , and 

neceſſity of what we plead for. RE ea 

"We mutt confider Mas, as'a R*aſorable Creature : com- 

poft of” 'Sonl and Bedy ; | borrt,” for the' Pablzyne , and Him- 
eff; -and' finally-fccompeble fori'the* Emprovement” of tis 

Telent toward the Erilifof ix Creation: Col 

"The great ,, the Hriliſpenſeble , and univerſal end , is ThatThe Endof 
Which has regard to the Crewe , from the Crearwre'* and in Man Greatt - 
'That point w2 are all agreed npor! x Common Principle of” EP IE 
Reſop”, 'thit *tis or Diey to* Adore, | Love, and ory that 
Gracions Power that malle ws: ' That This is the Prime end, 
weall Agri, and that our works arc ba Good , or Exnll , 
4cco-ding a8 they correſpond with”, 'or recede from1t, © 


I 2 2 
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Objeai:n. 


So], 
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; In the next place, as we-conhilt of, Sewl ayd Pry; ;Weſeem 


to fall under a, wiz Concern; and There , the Skill is how. to 
temper the Auth, and the Brute , in ſuch ſort as may belt 


- comply with the behoof , and Comfort of the Individual : ſub- 


jected lkif to the great Law and- Purpoſe of our- Being. Our 
Keaſon , We ſubmit to the Divine ul; and our Aﬀettvens.to 
our Reaſon, Behold the Scale of our obedience ; and WUenroer- 
ſal Dif apss. of over. Reaſonable: Nature. 

In Theſe Particulars :: God , as the Sovereign Prince of the 
whole World, binds all Mazkind alike , with ati anlimited , 
and undiftingwiſhing Authority, Our Souls , the Almighty 


| Governs by his {mediate and blefſed ſelf; our: Bodies he pp 


ferrs to his DepAties3 whon-in all /ex/ble and common Actio 
weare to obey as Gods Conmaſſioners. 

We come nov to the point that moves the great difpute : _ 
our ſtate of Liberty 1a matters of themſelves different. 

In This Queltion we are to conſider , that every man 2s 
born firſt, for the Publick; Next , for Himſelf. 

He that Rates any thing except his Soul , above the common 
Benefit of Social Natwre 5 7 at ill Alerber of the Uni- 
verſe. 

While every man conſults his own Particular , how eafil 
he's drayyn to-Think That Fair, which he finds. Pleaſant ! FE 
ploying much more cyaning to perſwade himſelf, that what be 
Lobes,. i Lawfwl. «. 5 Examine it; (for Fax it 
{hould prove otherwiſe. ) ; 


Ave we not - 4 wade of pr fang- wm (7 fn to 


the fame Ends © mom Dignfy's d Ab the the. 16 re Been —— 
What ts it Then, but au dnjar 


4y4 -oppe 
"that puts the Differquce betwuxt. C— gs Slaues ?. That 


rooms js Py Millions of. $xet- -borw Chriftiazs,, | t4- the 
of any Sing e\Perjan ?, ' ---- 

-: Theſe arethe, Serrmngsand - Dehazes of Meine andangh 
Kod Nateres, They {cay but the..ane half z and ».the 
Gvoſſex toe ;, the vw/gar part-aF the Queſtion. . = wholy 
Periſh ; and the Parts ſage ? Can, any thing be bereficral, to. 
Particular Perſons, that is Deſtruttive to the Community ? "—_ 

-f 


"Th Ralops'# Hpoſtate. =& 
by one Violence they Get, they Loſe by Another ; and in ex- .. -..» 
<hange-ar- the Safi wiſer bande \of @rderils Qheticbey, + > 
they leap into'a Sinfub;, Shameful 'Stavery "28" noe 
late War undertaken , ( in Shew ).for. This Iniagenary Fret- 
dons ? and yet, at laſt, what was the Event, but Tyramy , 
and Boudage ? ? not by miſcarriage neither , bur dy a Regular 
Fatality , aud Tra: be OE A "Wu TER ev Ps X! 
wmv a$*\ } 7X8 IVE 
" Do wenot finds mens GY , and Humoars bs" varions as 
their Complexzons., or their Faces ?. Every man' likes his ow- 
way beſt; Pleads for his own opinion, There's no ſuch thing as 
right or wrong in things rare wy » but as they are circum- 
ftanc'd by Application : and here's the very Caſe of our Re- 
formers. 
Some are for Kneeling at the Euchariſt ; others for Stand- peeviſh Liber- 
ing 5 Sitting yz Or the he; : The d: fer jo0 about the »nanner ty* 
of Recerving. Capricrou Holy neſt! hat confuſed, and 
Pronnuſcnou: uſe of ſeveral —_—_ , and Poſtures, po _—_ 


Decency in the Lords houſe, and on ſo ſolemn wy ergo 
at a Prevate T able would be exphlle#$60s 
7 Fe __ is 


low Inmorality *- Lhe Cdiureh ; for Orde ob A Y 
formaity enjoyns-61t forus + wr Poſtupe ; Thys, bf 
Iugifterent where tyos s tha Oonfcrente of Regyfits 3 SH outibic 
the-Rulvick, fx 1a Yhe BU inifhdv eHtcs uf rePch 18. 
—— Would not ourTeddherim ity pieck'vf 9; 1b ACE ts 
FRecp 52 at the Window | Margot it, "Tree TRL n hav — _ 

That's the Bufmefle 5 — 'T'99 POWER they Tu Hors. Es 7 
Wing: bf © NA. RCHV: #nder the Toke ; Pl "RE s 
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TH EE ». ton th = woo AD A, ata gt A 2, To 33 Sts. 
JF any ſpall makgwnct. diſobrdivege, by impoſing things thyne- 
|| cofpary , hich $heyknow ave Al proves | eas 
wen, eſteemed ſins againſt the Lord , and then jhall+hus yravil 
aſſet them for the diſobedience, which they may eaſily bare by 
the forhearance of thoſe impoſitions ; let not - our ſouls rome into 
therr ſecret, nor our hoxor be united to their Aſſembly : If th 
ſhall [mite or caſt out a ſuppoſed Schiſmatich,, and Chriſ ſhall 
find an able. Helper ,.peaceable Miniſter ,' or other Chriſtian”; 
wounded, or mourning ont of doors , let us not" be found among 
the eAttors. a6 Ke 


— — ——_ ry eo _—_ — — 


— 


' NOTE. X Ix. wo 


VV” did not the . Reforwers cather lay 2 If any ſhalt 
makg people Rebellious , by preaching. down Obe- 
dience ro Authority, as 4 thing uanecetlary : or abuſe the ſineple, 
by calling Good, Evil, Pa. Evil, Good >: Let © not ouy 
ov#ls — | Whether is greater, the boldneſs of theſe: Teachers ,, 
or the L»dneſs of their Diſciples, ? . Doagnot this wiy: of Rex- 
Foning , root up all Government..?, And has not the Prattice of 
Thee men made good the wortt that any man can ſay;'or think, 
of their Defpgne 7 Were they New Folks yet., a mans might 
,endhgagy _— , for wr hora _ that _ 

m : but to.he 7 wice.catch'd 19thtfans Thapy: Twice fool d 
by the [oew) Perfous: were. an unpardorable. orb fhueſs: 010) 


* Let the three. Kingdoms caft np the Accompts of the late. 
War, and ſee what they have gained Clear , by the Keforanarcs 
03.”. Theſe very Gentlemen were one and twenty year9z2904 

Dan this Argument ;. infinitely troubled abaut Addrtrows\ co 
od's Worſhip, 1n things wnneceſſary.; Oathes of Subſcription 9 

&e. umm ' To obviate theſe crying evils, they ſet to worka, 

Preaching 


Preaching Mimſtry,and Letar'd up the people into a Goſpel- 
frame a {tor thae's chauk nach) of y STYETIny The poker 
heard eheir Prayers; (for 'tvas to them! they prayel1 ) Meroz 
Was cars d, and cnrs'd =mwmn and th; rioht Reverend Matrons 
ſent forth thair -Bodk;z»s and their 7 himbles to h:lp the Lord 
againſt the Mighty. oy OPER NW os nw 
. 'Infine; Th: Cauſe proſper d under their Miniſtery,exd Things 
unt2Eeſſary were taken away; thats, King , Biſhops, the Law 
$7.6 Lan1, the mg. + þ the Subjett : — the Heals anl 
Fortunes of his Majeſty's b:ft Friends.” 

Some Oathes that were of exceeding ſcaudal and burthen 
to weak, conſcriences were takgn away to, Or rather exchang'd , 
for others leſs offenfive , to the ſenſe of th? Learned, Pow, 
and Peaceable men , they ſpeak of. As for inſtance ; in ſtead 
of tht Abominable Oath of Canomcal Obedience to the Biſho 
and hs Succeſſors, ( in omnibus Licitis, 8. honeſtis) 3» all 
things lawfu! and honeſ#; A Covenant was introduced of Coms+ 
bn. ron againſt them, But no man was compell'd to take it 
neither ; for 'twas but loſing the capacities of Engliſhmon ; « 

Sdqueſtration; = Rotting in a Gaol, or ſome A trivial ps. 
nalty, if they refus'd it. Indee1, to ferve. the King after the 
taking ofit', was a little dangerows, b>cauſe of an Areicle of 
Avg; 16. 1644. tieclaring , that whoſoever ſhall voluntarily 
take up Arms ugainſ# the Parliament”, having taken the Na- 
rional Covenant, ſhall die withowr mercy. 00 

' The truth is, the Covenant was ſomewhat mote in Sgripture- 
phraſe,and ſuired b*tter to th2 gxft of the godly, So for the Poſi- 
rrve Qathes of Allegiance an Supremacy; They gave us Nega-- 

rwves';- {till mov'd by tenderneſs f pafiliges; They made a 

ſeruple forſoothr , of Poearivg with Us 'to ſerve the King ; but 

| my made- ave of forcing Oarhes againſt him, To mike an 
5 The late Presbyter:an Rebellion has colt the three King- 
dowss atleaſt fourſcore m.llions of Treaſure , beſides Souls ang; 

Bodies ; and now they are' hammering of the Nation. into, 
auother.- ahi 44 Ely ON 2) y | EN of TEE sf & Mes 

- They tafk of Conſcience : fo Peters, their fellow-[dbourer , 

Was a man of con(cience; was ht not? the foul it part of whoſe 

lewd life, was Thiat whereif they wronght'in common fellowſhip. 


5 

The, Relops &. Apaſtat -* 
In ſhort; the Presbyteriavs bound and proſitnted the Vir gin,and 
the Independents veuk the Raviſhere. lh en 
© The 'drops are harper , thatſin any other cafe would ſtand 
with 2odefty : but they are Trmths, ſo timely , and ſo. needful 
for the Publick, that they ſhall out, ybat ere they colt me. 

© What go theſe Creatures we" ak for 2- that 
AR as. if there, weze no. God. z., and. yet $Ney FAIR, As If. 
Tthatioht rioting ſe. Arcot their Conradictions upon. Rgr 
cord ? has not the Nation, inall Quarters , the witnefles of 
their very Tongues and Pens againſt them 2 Was. ever any 
Tyranny ſo barbarons, as what thele people exercis'd over 
the coxſcrences of their fellow-[ubjefts , and againſt the Govern- 
ent. Which they; had ſmors to preſerve ? ' Xetnow , when the 
Authority requires Obedience ; the learned prong men are ta- 
ken of a ſudden with -ſrange fits of conſcience: ———— FRO 
SUDDEN, DEATH (in the Letany) muſt be, forſocth, 


FROM DYING SUDDENLY ; ( a mott important 


ET Lo ES engl Ba 
* Well, but Jr oarener (OFF ſay) cures, and eaſes them. We 
donot know., had the Rebellioz of the Anpels been once 
pardou'd , what ſuch a znerc7 might have wrought. upon the 
Devils,. But here. weare, upon Experiment. . Afterſq large 
an Aft of Grace; fo fawing aud magnificent @ Bownty';"——- 
Jo prone a goodneſs toward. their whale: Patty ; now - to Re-re- 
volt: —— AMifereatur Dens ! | 

They are much careful not to take an able F45mter for a 
Schiſmatick.; they take. not half that care to. diſtinguiſh 
Schiſmatick from an able Monifter... 1f. Chriſt (they ſay) ſhoutd. 
find that able Miniſter. raft ont for « Schiſmatick ? what thee, 
good people ? But what (.fay I) 1f Chriſt ſhould find Schiſnoa- 
ticks kept in for able Mimfters ? what then, good Brethren 2 


[A ME z have not their underſtandings at their own. com 

mand much leſs can they be commaided by others, 
if they were never ſa willing to believe all that i impoſe 
on thens to be lawful ; they cannot therefore leligue ut , becauſe 
they would , the Intelleft being mot free, [B] Few 


The Relapsd Apeftate. . 


to their eaſe and advancement in the world , ard to ſave thens 
from being vilifi'd as Schiſmaticks, and undone ; and when men 
profeſſe before the Lord , that they do impartially ſtudy and Py 
for knowledge , and would gladly kyow the will of God at the 
deareſt rate ; we muſt again ſay, that thoſe men muſt prove that 
they know the Diſſenters hearts , better then they are kxown ta 
themſelves, that expect to be believed by charitable Chriſtians , 
when they charge them with wilful ignorance , or obſtinate re- 


ting of the truth, 


NOTE. XX, 


| A ]D Xceeding fine and Philoſophical. Mey cannot be- 
Bond lieve all that they would believe ;— and no man 
rs to profeſs or att againſt hz belief. (that hits it; ) 
The Reformers cannot believe the Orders of the Charch to 


be Lawful and Binding : The Church cannot believe the Re- The Inrelle& 


59 


[ B] Few men are obflinate againſt the opinions that tend Page 13. 


paige not to b 
cuſancy of the Reformers to be Reaſonable or Conſcientions. torced, © 


The Reformers cannot believe that they ought to be kept 
out for Inconformity ; the (harch cannot believe that they are 
to be taken 7», unleſs thy conform. ; 

\ The Reformers take Diſcipline to be eſſential to Salvation; 
th2 Charch thinks otherwiſe. 

The Reformers cannot but believe the Separatifts to be 
Saints; the Charch on the other fide , cannot biit belive them 
to be Schiſmaticks. | | 

So that in fine , if the Church cannot grant , what the Re- 
formers cannot but ask; Whether ſhall th: Law Yield to a Fa- 
Hon, or the Fattion to the Law ? 


\ [B ] Few men are obſtinate, &c.—] This Objeion 18 al-Page 13. 
Al 


ready Anſwered, but I ſhall add ſomething. 
K 


«4 
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Pag. 13. 
Real. 15. 


. The Relaps'd Apoftate. 
All Popular Attempts upon change of Government , are 
hazardous to the Kndertakers ; are there therefore no Re- 
bellions ? But here's the ſtate of their «Adventure. If the Deſign 
rakes, and the People T umult , then are they 32 at pleaſure, in 
the h2ad of the Fattion, If it wrſcarries, th2y have no rare to 
do but keep their conntenance, retire,and grieve = becauſe of 
theUngodly.That diſappointment they n:ck: name, A ſuffering 
for the Goſ} pe! fn; of Per, ecttion : and 1n that ſhape, they vet 
more by private Collections, then many an honeſter man does 
by agood Benefice, Beſide : They are bold wpon a confidence in 
the King's Lezity. 


T hey pray to be informed , they ſay. | That was Scot's Plea» 
concerning the Murther of the /ate King ; and may be any 
man's by the ſame equity , that ſhall be pleas'd to call it Cox- 
ſcience, to do as much again. Now for th2 knowledge of their 
Hearts, ( the laſt thing they inſiſt upon ) we'l follow the 
Scripture-rule : — Know the Tree by its Fruits : — meaſure 
their Faith by their Works: — | 

Judoe of their Fidelity , by their breach of Vows ; of their 
Honeſty, by their breach of Articles; of their Scrples, by thzir 
Sacritege ; of their Loyalty, by their perſecntion of their Sove- 
raign; of their Texderneſs, by theit deliberate Mmrthers ; and, 
in Ns , of all their pretended V;rtnes , by their contradicting 
Inpienitss 


V E crave leave to ark. , whether you do not your ſelves 

in ſowze things miſtakg, or may net do ſo for onght 
10% know ? mnd whether your amderſtandings are not ſtill 1n- 
perfect, and all mx iffer nt in ſame gpinion or other + And if 
104 may miſtake in any thing , may it not be in as great things 
ns theſe? Can it be expelied , that we ſhould all be paſt errizg 
about the ſmAlleſt Ceremonies and Circumſtances of Worſhup ? 
Ard then, ſtould net the conſciouſneſs of your own infirmjty , 
provoke you rather to compaſſio*ate humane frailty , than to caſt 


. 0:4: your Brethrea, for 4s ſmall Frilings #4 yowr own? 


N © TE. 


| The Relapsd Apoſtate.. 


——_ <— ——— _ 


NOTE. XXL. 


bb 1s but looſely argu'd : to Reaſon from a» aniverſal 
Fallibility, to an waiverſal Toleration. Becauſe all men 
may commit errors, therefore alt errors muſt be ſuffered. The 
Law reſpe&s common equity, and politick convemence ; not the 
degrees of Wiſdom or Folly in the Traxſgreſſors of it. If Fools 
were priviledg d , all Kzaves would plead /gmorance. There 
may be ſubſequent allowances 1n favour of mifguided Vnder- 
ſtandings, but they are of Charity, and Relaxarion, nor of 
ftri&t Juſtice, 

All Fated Laws ( better or worſe , no matter ) if they are 
not ſimply wicked , are obliging : andto correct-a publick, 
Santos, by a private Hand, 1s 3 to mend a Mſadvice by a 
Rebell;on. 

This they concede, that All may erre : Then they themſelves 
are not /nfall:ble : ſo that the Competition reſts betwixt the Law 
and the Reformers. But now, to what we are ſure of. | 

There are ſome caſes wherein a Suhjef muſt not obey hrs 
Prince ; but I defie the world to ſhew me any , wherein he may 
Reſift hi». That were to ſay, A Subject is no Subjeft, To 
ſay, he may be S'd, makes nothing ; That Law which war-= 
rants the Compleynart, 1s virtually the King. 

Again; That which betwixt Mar perry, "RY were a fair 
Rule, holds no proportion betwixta Perſonal Weakrefs , and 
a Publick Inconvemence, The groing way to Clamonrs of this 
rmpetuons and froward nature , coff the late King his life. 
To fay more, were to prejudge my Bette:s; let this fuffice: | 


P* f wr ſelves. in their caſe , and ſuppoſe rhat you hat Pag. 1 4. 


ied, conferred and prayed, and done your beſt to know, Real, 16. 


whether God would have you to be Re-ordainet to afe theſe Forms 
: K 2 or 


Do as ye 
would be 
done by, 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate. 
or Ceremonies , or Subſcriptions or not ? ard having done all , 
you think. that God would be diſpleaſed if you ſhould uſe them , 
would you then be uſed your ſelves,as your diſſenting Brethren are 
now uſed, or are like tobe ; love them as your ſelves, and we 
will crave no further favonr for them. 


NOTE, XXII, 


"His we call laying of the Matter home-to a Man: — Make 
it your own Caſe. Good. 

Whoſe Caſe did theſe Reformers m:ke it, when they ftripp'd 
all men to their Shirts, whoſe Conſciences could not ſubmit 
to.their Rebellious Leagues of Extirpation, and Direttorian 
Fopperies ? Would they have been Content, Themſelves, to 


have been turn'd out of their Livizgs, becauſe they could 


not play the Rexegado's ; to have been muzzled up in Dunge- 
ons 5—— debarr'd the Common Benefits of Humane Life :-- 
Not ſuffer'd to Offciate as Private Chaplains ; — No, nor ſo 
much as teach a petty School ;, — nor enter into any honelt 
Employment , which their Ingemious malice foreſaw might 
give The Perſecuted Wretches Bread. 

Is Th's-according to the Rule > Do as you would be done by. 
There were no Superſtitiows Impoſitions, at That Time ; but 
matters went as they would have them. They.Order'devery 
thing Themſelves ; and the be{t Choyce an honeſt man had left 
him , was Jo's upon the Danghtl.. 

It was the P#lprt too , that gave Fire to the Tray; — 
that warranted the Treaſon, and cover d Murther with a Gloſs 
of Juſtice. Briefly ; a Reformation was the ("rye of the. De- 
fign , and ſee the Iſſue of it. | | 

And yet Do as you would be done by,is Their Plea , that did 
all This.. Farbeit from us- however to imagine that their 
abuſe of Twſtice ſhould overthrow their Title to it ; or that the 
pravityot Manſhould fruftrate the Eternal Virtne of a _De- 


 eree 


Tbe'Relaps'd Apoſtate. 
cree of God, and Nature, Well make Their Caſe our: own 
then; and Reaſon with them , upon their own Prizciples. 

Do as you would be done by ; (ay they to us : Do as. ye wonld 
be done by ; ſay We to Them. Would you be willing to be thus 
Impos d upon ? ſays a Private Perſon : Would you be willing to 
be thus contemned ? ſays the Magiſtrate, Yes , if (I com- 
manded things #nlawful , ſays th2 ove: orif 1 were a Schiſ- 
matick ſays the other, 


If upon Search and Prayer for better Light , we think that 
God would be diſpleaſed with us for doing This or That , we 
muſt net doit. Now,why ſhould others trouble #s, only for 
doing That which in our places they would do T hemſelves ? 
This 1s the Fair ſtate of the Queſtion, 


We are to Note here , that Words are not the certain Evi- 
dences of our Thoughts ; and that our Charity is never ſo ty'd 
up* , as tb be barr'd advice with Reaſon, Now others are to 
deal with Vs , according to the Rules of what things ratio- 
zally ſeem to. Them , not ſtrittly (peradventure ) what they 
are, As Thus; A common Lyer tells a Truth ; it maybe ſo; 
yet I'm not bound to venture any thing upon his Story. The 
firſt Profeſſion a man makes ; —— in Charity, T'll Credit ; yet 
ill in Predence I'll ſecure my ſelf, un caſe I prove mftaken. 
But People that Break oft, where they may keep their Words; 
that by prepenſe Contrivance-have formerly ftrew'd their way 
with Oyly Language , to deadly Ends: Theſe, by the "general 
DiRate of Common Reaſon, 1 may ſuſpett., and which. is 
mor2, I ought todo it, aud to be wary of. them. . 

Does not our Bleſſed Savionr himſelf bid us, BEWARE 
of the Leven of the Phariſees which s HYPOCRISY > — 
Thoſe that Tithe Mint and Cunmin, and neglet Judgement- 
Mercy , and Fidelity : — That ſtreyn at a Guat ,and Swallow. 
a Camell : — That are Fair outwardly, and Rotten within; --= 

- under colour of long Prayers , that devour Widows hou- 

es. 
. Do not Phariſee , and Puritan begin with a Letter ? Is hot. 
this CharaQer moſt bitterly like the humour of the men we 
Wote of ? | Further ; 


05jet, 


Sol, = 


64 The Relapsd Apoſtate. 
Further ; *tis manifeſt from this Camtios , that we are not 
bound to thi» all People Godly, that call themſelves © , nor 
to truſt all appearances of Holyneſs ; but We are ſoberly to 
reduce our Judgements to the Standard of Diſcourſe and Reg- 
fox. They mutt deny the Bile, that refuſe us This ; and 
now , ſuppoſe the Table's tarn'd, 


The Presbyte- We told the World , that we were afraid of Popery ; and 

rians caſe put, char our Conſciences could not ſubmit to Ceremonies - under 
which colour we entred into a Covenant , Which in pretenſe 
was to Reform the Church , and ts Eſtabliſh the K ing. We 
Heſtroy d Both , by virtue of That Freedome, which we ſeem'd 
only to defire in order to our Souls. The Sor of that Prince 
whom we r41»'d, is now by Providence, and Hereditary Right, 
placed on his Fathers Throze, Our Conſciences are once: a- 
gain Sick of the Old Scraples ; and cannot down with Forms, 
and Ceremonies. Shall we be laid aſide now for our Conſai- 
ences? | 
Yes certainly, we mw? be !aid afide, unleſs we ſhew very good 
reaſon, firſt, why theyThould believe us Conſcientrow,and next, 


(if truly Scr-pnlors they can Imagine us) why they ſhould truſt 
us. 


Did not we fvear , that an Impmlſe of Conſcience traniſpor- 
ted us into our firſt Engagement ? That, all the World knows 
was a defign of Fattioz , and Sedition ; and that the Pulpit 
T heme , was the Dectying of the Kings Negative Voyce ; and 
the Exalting of the Power of Parhaments. ( Blaſpheesing the 
Authority of the Ngnor,, by applying it to a onſpiracy in 
the Two Houſes; ) 

This we have formerly done, and, as yet, given the World 
no Tokens of Repentance : We ask the ſans things over again; 
and (in good deed) why may not they ſuſpe& to the {ame 
Purpoſe ? | 

May they not argue likewiſe from our Prattiſes, againſt our 
own Demands ? Do we ſay People may not be compell'd? Why 
aid we compel” Them the ? | | 


Well, 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate. 

Well , but ſawppoſe it « pre Caſe of Conſcirnee, that hin- 
ders our Complyance. Men may think many things wk/zwfa! 
to be done , that are ſtill as wmianfal'to be ſufferd., We ask 
that Freedvene from the Law , which would in Confequence 
deſtroy the Law : and Th we begs, for Coaſcience, Were 
it not Breach of Truſt in Theſe to whom the Care of the Pub- 
lique is committed , to gratifie a Private Scruple , by a Ge- 
eral Inconvemence ? So that their Conſcience lands engaged 
againſt us, But 'tis reply'd, thatwe are many Thonfands, Al 
are but One, in point of Conſcience ; Wake them together , 
they're a Faction, | 

Atlaft; if we can yield no Reaſon why they ſhould ei- 
ther Belreve, or Truftus, Where lyes th: Sadneffe 'of our 


Condition ; ſave only in thz Loſe of what we never had 3Yn- Page 14- 


leſs Thus or ſo Qualify'd we muſtnot be admitted. 


[A] Says to agree in few things, than upon many , 

upon great and certain and neceſſary things , than -_ 
ſmall uncertain and unntorſſary things, ard upon things that 
God himſelf hath revealed or appornted , than upon things 
that proceed from no ſurer an Original , than the Wit or Will 
of man. The ftritt prohibition of #dding to , or dinoimiſhing 


from the things commanded by the Law-g1ver of the (arch. Pag.rs. 


Deut. 12. 3s. 


. [B] It's eajie to forſee , hny thoſe expreſſions in ment 'Ser= | 
mons , or Prayers, or fanuliar Conference, which ſeems to any 
miſ-underſtuniing , or ſuſpicions , or malicions hearers ,, to.11- 
timate any ſenſe of ſufferings, will be carried tothe ears of Ru- 
lers., ardrepreſemed as a crime. And nature having {planted 
11 all ms an unwillingneſs to ſuffer, a1d deuyed ito all men a 
Love of Calamity , and mceſſitated mey'to feel when they are 
hurt , and made the Tongue and Comntenance the Jndex of or 
{eaſe , theſe Effefts will be unvoydable , while ſuch Impeſitions 
are continued, and while n fear of Sinning wil not ſuffer men 
to ſwallow and digeſt them, and what wrongs ſach 'drvifioas 
about Religion mill be 10:the Ringdow'; and to bis Majeſty , we 
ſkall not mention, becatfe our G overnours themſelues-may better 
waderſtand it, | C] What 


66 
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Li 


AText wreſt-* 
ed. 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate. ; 


[C]-What univerſal eaſe,and = ,and joy would be the fruits 
of that happy wmty and concord which the reaſonable forbearances 
which we humbly petition for, would c:rtainly produce, how-vom- 
fortable would owr Miniſterial labours be , when we had no ſuch 


temptations , burdens or diſquietments, 


[D] Ut muſt be the Primitive Simplicity of Faith , Wor- 
ſhip , and Diſcipline , that muſt reſtore the Primitrue Charity, 
Huty',. and Peace ,. and make the minltitude of Believers: to: be 
of one heart , and off one Soul , and to converſe with gladneſs 
and Singleneſs of heart , as having all things common, AQ. 
4. 32.and 2, - . Noſuch things as our controverted Impo- 

fittons ; mere then made neceſſary to the unity and concord of the 
Members of the Church. | | 


NOTE. XXII. 


[A] | is not good to make Little matters ſeem Great, and 

Great ſmall : — to make leis difficulty of Doing whar 
God tas dire##ly forbidden, then of complying with what he 
has not expreſly commanded, Obſerve nere a Text moſt miſe- 
ably forced. What-thing-ſoever I command you , obſerve t5 
do it : thou ſhalt not add thereto , nor dimimſh from it, Deut, 
x 2. 32.] which our new Scho/raſts render thus. Do nothing 
but what God commands , even where God commands nothing at 
all. Does not [what-thing-ſoever I command : Obſerve to 
do it. imply that ſome things there are which God does not com- 
command ; and that in thoſe Caſes we are at L:berty ? (the 
| Obſerve ]..waiting upon the particular thing Commanded, ) 


o—  — 
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15994 neither ; but griev'd; to ſee the Pilp'ts fill'd with Faition, 
{gnorance , aud Scandal ; and to heat orely Hortatives to 
1 unowlt z Defiances , and Alarwms, inftead of Evangelical 
and hea!1ng Comforts. | 

Bur theſe ( eftects they tell us ) will be unavoidable , wh.l: 
ſuch Impeſtions are continued. | 

Nay rather , whrle tuch Freedoms is allow'd. Do thefe men 
Preach , andyet complain of a Keſtratzt ? They cannot ſwal- 
low and digeſt, F'c.m | Yes, Seqmeſtred Livings they can, 
not Ceremzames. Intruth the Oxe is a little hard to go down, 
and the Other is as hard to come up. 

If theſe Drvifins threate wrong t1 the Kingdom , and his 
Majeſty, ( as they ſay they do) a timely order would be taken 
wich the Dividers. 


[ C] To ſweeten the laſt Menace , where they tell us the 
h1zza:d of not complying with the Fattion; We are nov bleſt 
with a view of their Land of Promiſe. What unterſal peace 
and caſe, o.—- the giving them all they-ash would certainy 


procxre, [ Iiveed I fi ppoſe the Nation night be at Unty That 144 refrm. 
way; for betwixt Hanging anl Tra»ſplanting all men of g,, airy, 


_ 


Differing opinions , there mult needs en:ue a pleaſant ſtate of 
Comcord. W 

Leif r:gowr cannot reaſonably be expedted by any. man , 
that either conſiders the Fattroz , ſince it firſt got footing in the 
worlG;or the late prattiſes of theſe very prople.Concerning their 
extrattion and proceediags, I bave given ſome 2ccomptin my 
Holy Cheat : Of their lite praiſes enough is ſaid too ; onely 
a \Word. touching the - Quality and Temper of our Reformers. 
Which word { Reformers ] mult not dowpleetiond finoly of 
thoſe [that publiſhed this ſpurious Liturgy, and bold Perztroz : 
but likewiſe of their a:diag and copſociate Brethrey. 


Thz foulnes of thz latz War is notorioue: and tha King's 
Mercy toward the (onſprrators ſurpaſſes all example : in which 
number, I reckon the revolting and intrudizg Church-mez , 
as Criminals of the firſk Magnitude, Of theſe , ſome keep their 
Benefices, others are laid aſide , in right perhaps of the due [n- 

I. cumbent , 
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cumbent , or. for want. of Orders, Thoſe that continae, help the 


.reſt., -—»lct up their Leftures ,— call.in the ejetted and: the 


deep-montbid Brethren to their aſſiſtance : > and now they're 
1n, full-cry againſt Church-Government, and Perſerution.. - 

In fine ; vt of the whole Crew of theſe Reformers , let any 
man produce one ſingle perſon that ever was a friend to the late 
King. 11 ſhew him divers of his bitter exemes ; nay, ſome 
of thoſe ( yet pablick, Preachers) in the City , that preſs'd the 
Murther of ovr late bleſſed Soveraign, rankly and openly in 
the very Palprt. Þ | 

Now let the world judge, what theſe people mean by Re- 
formation. | | 

But we are told, that forbearexces will quiet them. They are 
no Presbyterians then : for ever fince they have had a beeing , 
kindneſs has made them worſe : and the very Moment of thus 


IMajeſtys Return , was watched by their impatient and ſedi- 
tiows Libels, 


[ D.] What an Amphibzon is a deſigning Presbyterian ! a 
Levelling Prelate :== We have here a Complement to New. 
England from the Kirk of Scotland := [All things in-com- 
won, according to the Primnve Diſcipline. | 

That the Primitive ſimplicity of Faith and worſhip , (as 
warſhip may de taken ) #5 xeceſſary to Chriſtian Unity ; 'T think 
no man queſirons , that writes Chriſtian : but to bring Diſcs- 
pline up to an Eſſential, is (under favour) a Religions Solciſn : 
or rather , an Audecions Imputation upon all ('hurches , that 
ever yet embrac'd Chriſtianty. | | 

'Tis in effeRt , «Feather pluck'd from the Srveraignty; — 
a conſciencions encroachment upon the Supreme Power :— for 
by this Knack, all c:v:/ Cauſes are hook'd in within Cognizance - 
of the Confiftory , and found within the Pwrlues of their 
Dſciplize. 

As their Ambition is remarkable in a# Caſes, ſo is their Pur- 
poſe molt obiervable in thzs* before us, What fenihies rhe ne- 
ceſſity of T heir Diſcipline to Our Peace ? but that Biſhops muſt 
ow » and Presbytery up , or we ſhall have no Quiet with 
tem, 


For 


The Relopsd Apoſtate. 
-'-E6r# Cime-off'; All things muſt-be dane 3#irh/ inp leneſe o 
htrarr©( they tall us) as haviy all thin pen e J 
46. 4. 32. (This is a morſel for the fndependents) No ſuch 
Things a4 onr controverted Inquiſitions were then made ne- 
ceſſe ary fc - : . 

' Never had men worſe luck: with Texts. Mark but: theſe 
two Qwofations now, and then admire. the ſabre. /yference 
from them. No Impoſitions, Then ; and conſequently , noue 
muſt be Now. Would our Keformers have had the ( buarch 
order'd , before it was gather'4? Rules for Church-govern- 
ment eftabliſhd , before Chriſtiamty it felf was acknow- 


ledg'd. | | Ws 
| The Apoſtles had but newly receiv'd the holy Ghoſt; and to 
convince the Jews of the Divinity of that FES# S whom 
they-had crucified , was their firſt Buſineſs and Commilſion : 
Faith andRepentance was their Theme: — the Queſtion,--Men 
and Brethren , What ſhall we do ? (not how) T os 5) 
unto them, Repent, 4nd be Baptized :=w———AR 3. 37,38.) 
Ther (fays the Text) they that gladly received his word were 
Baptized —— and they contizued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Do- 
Brine, and Fellowſhip, 4nd in breaking. of bread , and in prayers , 
verſ. 42. I ; WS I 

If jm L ofile had been Prezbyterians , they would perhaps 
have begun with their holy Diſcipline , and laid the Sacraments 
ade to be conſidered of at leifwe. Had-it not been a moſt 
prepoſterous courſe, to have dire&ed the maawner of our Wor- 
ſhip, before they had laid the,foundation of our Faith ? | 

'Tis ſaid again, chap. + verſ.” 32: that the multitude of then 
that beljeved, were of one heart , and of one ſoul. ] And here's 
no mention of poſitions neither ; whence thzyanfer the non- 
neceſſity of Toogoftion , as to Concord. When, theſe Gentfe- 
nten ſhall have prov'd ſnpoſitions unneceſſary, they have a long 
way yer to 90, ete they ſhall be able to prave' ttiem wnlawful. 


But, till they have donz the former, we Thalf perfilt -5/ 


» » G73 5 «If A <4 T> EMT ) <2, 4 ow 
opinion of thei aece{Tty; at Icalt comemential 4 DOE t0, 5 
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: Jet be hopd., that this anavimity in the believi ng multi 
titnde, was a mirdcmlotus grace, They were all filled with the 
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boty Ghoft: (ſays the verſe/naxt antecedent ) and the connexi- 
on fairly implies this wonderful Agreement , tobe the.int- 
'm:diate working of that 'blefſe] / = Kama [| We finda 
while after, when rhe numer of the Diſc ples was. multiplyed , 
there a ofe n murmuring of the Greciars againſt the Hebrews , 
b:cauſe their widows were neg/etted im the Ty") miniſtration. 
Chap. 6. verſ. 1.] ( The boad of Lniverſal Knity beging-to 
Nacken alr-ady.) - This Difference: gave occaſion 03The UI- 
ftitution - Deacons. a up P 

Church- Officers bemg already appointed ; Apoſtles 
and Pre rs by our Savionr hmielf , and Deacons Ay the 
Apoſtles : we come now to Chxrch-Orders : or, ( inthe holy 
Language) 1mpoſitions. Concerning which, one General ſerves 
for All: Let every thing be done decently, and in order, But the 
determination of that Decency is left to the Charch. T 


He common Adverſaries of our Religion, « aud o the 
King and Kingdom, will rejoyce to ſee us weakned. by our 
Diviſions, and employed in affiting or cenſuring one another , 
and to ſee ſo many able Miniſters laid afide, that might do much 
diſpleaſure to Satan, by the weakying of his Kingdom , and by 
promoting the Goſpel and Kingdoms of the Lord. 


— I -— RW OD CCC 


NOTE. XXY, 


& ce our Reformers have not over much Modeſty , 1 with 
2y had'a little more Argument: that a man might either 


' with Charity believe them bY a miſtake , or with Honor ſhew 


them the way ayt of it. | "NE 
Who are the common Adverſaries now.? The King and his 
Party were wont to be the common Enemies. But here they 
talk of Adverſaries to our Religion, the King and Kingdons. 
They may intend the K;ng fall , for ought I know. For 
charg' 
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chirg'd his Rojal Father with Popery , and yet Th2y th:m- 
telves, brought him to th? Scaffol4, b2caule he would not i:t 
it up, under ( forſooth ) the diſguiie of Presbytery. They de- 
chr'd him Ik2wiſe az exemy to K'ng ani Kingdom, by making 
his Perſon an enemy to his Anthority , as they: diſt neuithzd 
th:m, - Briefly, who eve: they.are that hae vs, thy may wel 
re,once to ſee us thus Divided , but wo? be to them from whom 
theſe Diviſions comr. *Tis not for Su5jects to expottulate 
with Rulers : — to ſtart from the Laws, and bid Authority 
follow them. 


Blihop T aylor ſa,s very well concern'ng Scaxdal, | Before Great Ex'm- 
the Law be made., . the Superior nonſt comply w.th the Subjebt : 047. Pag 447. 


After it 55 mad, the Subjett myſt comply with the Law. | The 
latter is our cafe, an1 the Impoſition lies on the other fide ; 
upo the Law, not upon the People. 

- But the great pity 15, ſo many able Min'ſt:rs are laid aſide;] 
Truly , as to the 45:1:ty of good lnngs, loud, and long talking , 
we'l got contend with thgm. But that they are ſuch Champions 
for the Lord's Kingdom , againſt Satar's, is more then, with- 
out better proof, W2 are bound to cred;r. However , they had 
better have a tug with Satan here,than hereafter; but they muſt 
£0: another way to work then; for,to deſtroy th: Kingdoms of this 
world without commiſſion, # (Without controverſte);vadvance 
| Kingdom of Darkneſs, and to do the Devil a ſpecral piece: of 

ervice, 


T* what you tudy for, be indeed of God , this conrſe of unmer- Pag. 13. 
cifmll rmpoſtion,ss the greateſt wrong to it, that. you can.eaſily Redſ. 19, 


be drawn to, u#awares; while ſo many _—_ fearing God, are caſt 
ont, : or trodden down, and tempted to think;ll of that which 
themſelves and the Church thus ſufſer by , and nhea ſo many 
+ of the worſt befriend this way , becauſe it. grauifieth them , ut 
t2udeth to makg your cauſe judged of , according to the quality 
of its friends and adverſaries. And how great a hand this very 
thing hath had already. in the diflike of that #5 befallen Dio- 


ceſaus , Ceremonies and the Liturgy , # a thing too generally * 


known to need proof. : 
EN , þ NOTE. 
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Tree ; | but they do not love to think of 
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NOTE, XXVI, 


MA the Sir Johns grow a little permcacions , (as our 
Autho: has it) | #nmerciful Impeoſitions.| What ? no more 
Covenants I hope. But 'tis at |#nawares| they ſay. That 
helps the matter. It ſeems, the Biſhops do they know not 
what , a Jolly Garb for a Petition , This. 

But ſee; the Godly men are not only Oppreſſed , but Temp- 
ted to think ill of what they ſuffer by. They are cleatly for 
Ruling With the Kngodly , and Floorifiin like a Green Bay- 
Tring caſt down with 
them from Slippery places , and deſtrejed ; — of Conſuming , 
Periſhing , and Coming to a Fearful End. | of ſuffering their, 
moſt certain Fate ; | to be rooted ont at laſt.) + - | 

As nothing can be clearer, then that their Cryes are Caufe- 
leſs ; fois it notlels Evident, that were they Truths , their 
Prattiſerare yet Unchriſtian : and that they are not the men 
{ rraly fearing God] they would be thought to be. Beware. of 

7 Prophets ( fays our Saviour ) that come to you in Sheeps 
Clothing , b#t Inwardly they are Ravening Wolves. Ye ſhall 


How to judge kzow them by their Fruits] Here's our eAuthority , to judge + 
of mens heats he Hearts of men by their Notorious Actions. | 


a 
' byit, 


Will = 4 be rempred to think, Ill , of what they ſuſfer by 2 So 
may the-Traytovr , of the Law that makes Rebelhon Capotall * 
— The Pluxderer , of the Command that ſayes thou ſhalt not 
Steal : andin like manner , a/! Offesders may Quartel with 
that Conſtitution which Orders , and Diretts their Puniſhment. 
Yet weall know the Fault lyesin the 3falefattonr, not'in the 
mn At this rate, they may Cavrlat Divine Fuſtree, 

nd diſclaim Chriftianrey it ſelf ;"if they come onee” to\ ſuffer 


Good 
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* . Good manners they have ſhak'd hands with already ; for they 

tell us, that ſo mauy of the worſt , befriend this [ Ceremoni- 

al ] way ; = That it tends to makg the Cauſe judg'd of , aa- 

cording to the Quality of irs Friends, and Adveriaries.] 

It were a good Deed to tell this Fattion , as they told the Exa&Collea. 
Lare King ; That the Suggeſtion is as falſe as the Father of Pag. 49%. 
Lies tan 1woent:| Sure theie /ll-Twtonr d Pedauts know that his Note. 
Sacred Majeſty s a Friend to this way : The Law, Antiquity, 
and Reaſon, But fince'they offer to try the merits of the Cau(e 
by the _—_— of its Friends, and Enemies : We ſhall ac- * 
cept the Challenge ; and let them thank Themſelves , if they 
come off with the worſt on't ; and firſt we'll take a brief view 
of the Oppoſers, 3 


A Rabble of People , next dore to Brutes , foi Knowledge , The Biſhops 

and Morality , began th: Attion. . Theſe were Inſtructed and adverſaries. 
repar'd by a Cabale of Fattions Lords and Commoners , (and 

by Their I»ftruments ) to be afraid of Popery, and Invaſiens; 
Bawle avainit Biſhops, and Evil Connſellowrs ; and finally”, 
theſe V:irtuous Sages were made the Fudges,and Reformers of 
Laws, and Manners. l 

In Time theſe Oftlers, Tinkers, Ragg-men , Coblers , 
Draymen, Thimble-mahers, &C.momr= Grew up tobe our 
Governors, So much for the Rife , Fortune, and. Extraftics 
of the firſt viſible #ndertakers. . Now for their Honeſty. 
They Plunder 'd, Murther'd , Rebel 'd, Forſwore Thems- 


ſelves. 


Mean while ,- the Mock-Priefts , in theit  Pulpizs pro- 
claim'd this Medly , fot the Godly Party ; Wedded their Cauſe | 
took 19 all forts of Heretiques into the Combination. Defam I}; 
the King : Enflanid the People againſt the Government ; Caſt it 
out the B ſhops ; === Swore faft and Looſe ; and Preach'd three 1 
Kin gdomes wito' Bloud and Ruine\ 0 pr = tr 

Theſe were the Tender Conſciences ; —= The Holy Thott The Ho!v i; 
ſands ; — and the men truly fearing God , that were caſt ont , Thou'args, lt: 
and trodden down , &c.— This is no General Charge , for I G 
allow , that many well-meaning but miſ-guided Perions oy |; 
; wIt 
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with the'Pa:ty, I ſpeak of. Thoſe IMembers that fuck. to. the 
Work; and oof tho'e Miners that Riuck to Them : to thew: 
the World what fort of Perſons our Challenging Divines are 
nov pleading for, under the Not:on of People grieved becauie 
of Umverſal Impſitions. : 

Methinks 7 hoie that were /s , Before , and have their 
Pardons, ſhould be very tender , how they engage the Nation 
in New Broyles : Eſpecially againft That Prince, whoſe Sin- 
gfe, and Pure Grace it is , that pats a Difference betwixt the 
Heads They wear , and Thoſe vpon the City-Gates; Whol - 

ever is offended at Th's plain Freedome, let him blame T hoſe 
that have 1o ſpiteflly , and ſo u»ſeaſonably rut this compar:- 
ſon of Parties to the Queftton. 
The friends of 172 have in Croſſe, laid open the Oppoſers of our Church- 
Epi.COPACY. Government » Rites and Ceremomes, 1heir Friends are briefly 
Theſe : The Warrant of Holy Writ : The umiverſal Praflice 
of Orderiag the Externa'sof Worſhip: — The Eſtabliſkment of 
the Particulars, by the Conſent of the People + — The Regu- 
lar Tajunttions of a Lawful eAuthority : =» and in fine, Eve- 
ry Perſon that loves the Religion , Law, Hotour , Peace, and 
Freedome of the E ng" Nat:oa. | 
F Once more for All, what is the K:ags Perſon to the Church- 
| Ceremonies ? Yet the ſame Covenant, andthe ſame Perſons , 
deftroy'd Both. Which thews , ('as I have often ſaid) that 
the Deſign is Power, not Conſcience; and that the Friexds and 
Enemies to the Church ; are the ſame Thing reſpett;zely to his 


Majeſty. 


Touchine the Diftike , which (they ſay ) #5 befallen Dicce- 
ſans, &c.—] They tell us here a Fruth , which they Them- 
felves have well-nigh totally procur'd: for to infane the Rie- 
rarchy , and Maſt the Conſtitutions of the Church , has been 
( ever fnce the Kings Return ) the better half of their Buſi- 
nefſe in the Pu/pit, ( Not forgetting His «Majeſty nei- 
ther. ) | a 


[A] 4 
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We A Weak, Brother that maketh an unneceſſary difference of 


meats and dayes; 45 not tobe caſt out , but ſo to be re- 
cerved and nat to be troubled with ſuch donbtful diſpntation, 


[B] Impoſitions are not ind:ſſerent , 1n the judgement of d:ſ- Page 19, 


ſenters , though they be ſo 11 yours. 


[C] We beſeech you therefore plead not Law againſt 8 , when 
onr requeſt 1s that ou will joyn with us in Petitioning , to hs 
Majeſty and the Parliament , that there may be no ſuch Law, 


[D] The cauſe of the Non-conformiſts hath been long ago 
ſtated , at the Troubles at Franckford , and having continued 
ſtill the ſame , you have no reaſon to ſuſpett them - any conſs- 
derable Change. : 


[E] + have now faithfully , and nt unneceſſarily , or un- 
reaſonably , ſpread before you , the Caſe of thouſands of the 
upright of the Land : Fe have propoſed honeſt and ſafe reme- 
dies for our preſent Diſtrattion , and the preveming of the fea- 
red mcreaſe. 


— 9 —— —_ -— ——C — Ow 
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NOTE, XXVIL. 


[A] 7 2.” hmm our Divines perſwade us that the Caſe of 

Y Y Meats, and Dayes, whereof the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
is of the ſame nature with That of Ceremonies, which we are 
now Debating, or tht a weak Brother is not to be diſtinguiſh'd 
from a Peeviſh? See how perverſe and vaſt a difference lyes 
betwixt them : but r:ght or wrong , if it be Colour'd for the 
HMultitude , no matter for the Reaſons, 


Under the Law , God himſelf put = Difference betwixt 
Meats ; and betwixt Dayes : which Difference ceas'd , _—_ 
M the 


| 
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the coming of our Bleſſed Saviour. Some thought it fill a 
point of Conſcience to obſerve the Law ; and Theſe thy Apo- 
{tle calls weak Brethren : Others again, that knew the Law 
was abrogate , qu:tted tnoſe Scruples , and'of Theſe it is thit 
St Paul 1ays ; we whic) are ſtrong, ought to bear the Infirmi- 
ties of the weak. | 

Now Marcue ; That which was formerly impos'd ,"is now be- 
come a thing Iadiff, erent, That 1s : Indiff erent to the ſtrong 
and kzowing : not {o to Thoſe that were not yet convinced of 
the determination of th2 former Tie and Dat 'y : and This is the 
true ground of the Apoſtles Tenderneſs here concerning Scan- 
dal. Deſtroy not him with thy Meat, for whom Chriſt Dyed.) 
See how their Caſe now matches ours. 

They durit not Fat , becauſe they kyew that once they were 
bord ;. and they did zot know likewile that they were now diſ- 
charg d. 

Let our Reformers ſhew as much for Ceremonies : Either 
that Humane Impoſitions Were ever forbidden , or that Thoſe, 
practic'd in our Church , are in themſelves #»/awful, * 

And yet Theſe men are not (o totally /»d:ferenr,as they ap- 
pear to be, concerning Meats,and Days. Was ever any thing 
more ſourly Superſtitions , then their 7Monthly-Faſt ? T hoſe 
Days, wherein the Church enjoyns Abſtraence, fthey chooſe , 
to Feaſt upon : and Sunday is the only Day for Humiliation. 


[B] Laws are compos'd for the Publique welfare , not for 
th: Humoxrs of Particular Perſoas > and ſhortly ; They that 
do not like the Law where they Live; ſhould do well to 
ſearch the YVYorld, for a Law they like. 

S1 non #bs (edeas locus eft, eft ubi ambules. 


[C] We come now toa fine Requeſt; That is , they deſire 
the Biſhops to Petition the King to eſtablith Presbytery ;{ for 
That 1s dire&ly the Effett of 1t) to deſtroy th? A of Cor- 
formity. Do not people underſtand, that when Laws arz 
form'd to a Complyance with Phanſie and Hmnmonr , there is 
no other Law but Humoxy. | 


They tell us hitherto what they would et have , ſee nov 


what 'tis they would have, 
| [D]} The 


| 
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[D] The casſe of the Non-conformiſls ( they fay )-4 long 
fnce ſtated at Frankford. | | 8 4's: 

HF that it then they would be at 2 Yes, that, or thereaboits, 
[ We have noreaſon to ſuſpett thens of any confiderable change, } 
they tell us. Truly, nor much to thank them for flicking there. 
But the fate War is the beft Meaſure of their Aims; and yet 
they did no more there , than they attempt every where - for 
I defie the world to ſhew me one ſtory , where ever That 
Fattion was quiet, unleſs they govern'd. But they have con- 
feſs'd enough ; we are to look at Frankford for their model 
and by the ſpirit of the Reformers T here , to judee of Theſe 
Here, | 

In the days of Edw. 6th, this Iſland firſt beoan to be lexven'd 
with Presbytery ; through the particular oraft and inft;gation 
of Calvin, whoſe late ſucceſs and abſolute dominion at Ge- 
eva , gave no ſmall pretence and encouragement to an allow- 
ance of his Diſcipline. While Dyſcontemrs were . gathering » 
That Prince dies , leaving the Covernment to Queen Ma- 
ry, in whoſe Reign , diverſe of the Reformed perſwaſion fled in- 
to Germany. 

No ſooner were they met at Frankford , but Calvin's model 
was there ready to bid them we/coms. | 

Some liked it but too well; and to make eafier way fort, 
mad- it their firſt work to diſgrace the. Engliſh Forms ; jult 
as our Copies Puritans do at this day. Kyox, Whiting- 
ham , and iome others of the Gezeva-humor \, made a Cull of 
the particulars they faulted, and ſent them to Calvin for his 
opiaion : Whoſe Anſwer was , That there were many rolerable 
Fopperies in the Engliſh Liturgy. This Letter was made uh- 
lick, anda great furtherance to the enſuing Breach ; which 
ended yet in the eſtabliſhment of the Engljh way at Fraxk- 
ford, the Calvinizers flying off to Gexeva. So that T heir Re- 
formers and Owrs agree ; Both, Enemies to the Engliſh Cere- 
monies, and Common-Prayer. The cauſe the ſame too 3 both 


*'\{ 


are friends to the Geneva Platform. Nay; they agree in Pra- 


Hſe likewiſe. 
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That Fattion caſt off their PRINCE and BISHOP there ; 
owrs did. as mmch for KING and BISHOPS here. | 
If thoſe Nonconformiſts, and Theſe are of a judgment ; ( as 
our Divines unwarily imply) we ſhall beſt read what theſe men 
think and mean, from what thoſe ſaid and did , and rather pro- 
ceed upon their own confeſſion , than ſummon the three X ing- 
dares to bear witneſs of their Attrons. 
We ſhall ' begin with X»ex , { one of the intermedlers ) 
whoſe Letters and D:ſconrfes are ſufficient to his condew- 
ation , Without that Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland ; of 


Hiſtory of thewhich ( though generally aſcrib'd to him ) Sporſmood ac- 


Church of Quits him. 
Scotl,paz.2 67. 
Srotſwoods In 1559. Willckand Knox were adviſed with , concern- 


Hiſt, Sco!l, ing the diſcharging the Queen of her Regency. Willock, oaVe 


Page 136, 


Ibid. 137, 


Dangerous 
Poſic.pa7.35, 


TEid. pag. 61. 


Ibid. paz. 9. 


dbid, pap. 36, 


his op1n1on , T hat they might jnſtly deprive her from all Keg i= 
ment aud Authority over them. | Knox tollow'd, and added, 
That ſhe ought now to be deprived. 

Thoſe of moſt. note among the Frazkford-ftickſers , were 
Goodman , Winttingham , and Glby.' --See them, at large in 
Bancroft's dangeroms Poſitions : from whence we'l borrow 
ſome ColleRtions out of them, 

If the Magiſtrates (ſays Goonman) ſhall refuſe to put Mais- 
moneers ard falſe Preachers to death , the people , 1 ſeeing it 
performed., ds ſhew that zcal of God which was commeaded in 
Phineas, deffroning the /1dulterers; aud in the Iſraelites againſt 
the Benjamites. | 

Now ſee the men that theſe Reformers call Maſs-mongers 
and falſe Preachers. 

T he moſt part of our Mimſters ( ſays Gulby ) are either Popiſh 
Priefts, or Monks , or Fryers == Prodters of Antichriſt's 
Inventions : Popiſh Chapmen, &c. | | 

If Kings and Princes refuſe to reform Religion , ( ſays Whit- 
tragham ) the Inferior Magiſtrates, or People , by direttion of 
the Miniſtery, may lawfully, and ought, if aced require , even 
by Force aud Arms, to reform it themſelves, 

Ts the Maltitude ( fays Goodman ) a partzon of the ſword of 
Tuſtice i5 committed: from the which no perſon, King , Queen, 
or 
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or Emperor , ( being an Idolater) * exempt , he muſt die 
the death, 


Theſe are the opimons of thoſe Perſons whom our Re- 
formers make their Pattern». How they proceeded, the ſtory of 
Queen Elizabeth ſets forth abundantly; and our own memories 
may enformus , how cloſe our Covenanters have follow'd 


them, 


_ [EJ]me have now faithfully, &c. ] With what Faith , 
Keaſon,or Neceſſity-- ſoever the caſe was ſpread before the Bi- 
ſhops : we're ſure *twas fouly done to ſpread the caſe before the 
People. But wazre's the Faith, of taking an El! for an Inch : — 
of aboliſhing what they pretend to alter : — of perverting 
Scripture :— and of putting an Arbitrary Nothing upon the 
People, inſtead of a Ser-form ? 

Where lies thz Keaſoz of preſenting the Opizions of the 
Simple, as. Ar guments to the Wiſe : — of oppoſing Number to 
Equity :— Tummults to Authority :— and of preſſing his 
Majeſty , to put himſelf into the power of thoſe very people 
that dethror'd his Father ? | : 

Laſtly, where lies the zeceſſity of inſiſting upon ſo many 
variations, as are already prov'd to be utterly #xneceſſary ? 


Now ſez the Remedies they offer us, which come to this ; 
They propoſe to cure good Order bY Confafion. HoeSt and 
ſafe they ſay they are ; and honeſt and ſafe we may believe 
them ; but we muſt firſt believe, that there's no Knaveryin 
Nature : for ſet mens conſciences at liberty once, to think, 
what they pleaſe, their hands will not be long reſtrained from 
executing thoſe thiak;ngs. Never was a general Freedom de- 
manded, but for a particular deſign :' nor wasit ever granted , 
but the next propofition was Equality. | 

But they propoſe it here, it ſeems , as to prevent the fear'd 
enemies of our diſtr attions. 

Behold a drop fallen from the tips of Prudence it ſelf. Are 
we in danger already , and ſhall we bein /eſs, when thoſe we 
fear are in more power ? Either the Reaſoa's naught, or the De- 

fegn ; et them ſay waether, . $0 


Bo 
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APPENDLX: 


g2 far as open and clear Dealing to their Arguments, or 
Tuſtice to their meaning may acquit me, I think I owe them 
zothing ; and yet methinks I'm in their Debt , unleſs I match 
their 7 wenty Reaſons in favour of their Propoſitions ; with as 
many againſt them. And which is more ; ſince 'tis the 1wl- 
titnde they Court , 1am content their friends ſhall be my Tud- 
ges. . When I have Cone, 'tisat the Reformers Choyce ; Ci- 
ther by a Reply to ſhew the /:rr/+ they have to ſay ; or by 
a more ingennors Silence , moceltly to confeſſe that they can 


ſay Nything. 


TI/VENITY REASONS 


AGAINST 
Their PROPOSITIONS. 


Firft, the Nefign is Dangerous, as Presbyterian. For [ 
do not find where ever yet that Government was Setled , but by 
Conſpiracy , '2»d to the Ruine of the Supreme Magiſtrate. 
(With Reverence to the Reformed Churches ; whoſe opinions 
72 matters of Faith may be Sound , and yet the Extrattiua of 
their Diſcipline , vitious.) 

2. -T he Propoſers of Th Peace ( as they call it ) were the 
Promoters of rhe Late War : and by thoſe very means did they 
deſtroy the Laſt King , which they Gov offer as Beneficial ts 
This, 

_ 3. Thevery Matter of their Propoſals , imports a Denyal 
and Uſurpation of the Kings Authority, Hz Majeliy may not 
preſcribe a Set-form of Worſhip : T hey Themſelves m2ay - for 
WEDDEFD, JOYN'D] &c,— ſtamp with the _—_ Au- 

thority 


- 


UMI 
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thority /igmifie nothing : Bat'change them into MARRIED , 


CONJUYN'D, &c.] andthe Keformers Seal to them, They 


paſs for Current. 


4- T her Propoſitions are au utter diſclaim of th! Epiſcopal 


Ocder : for they oppoſe wader pretenſe of Coaſcience, all 


Powers or Faculties derivative from Biſhops : as: Canonical” 


Obedience , Ordination , Subſcription , &c. 


5. They Preſs the King to act againſt his Declar'd Conſci-' 


ence : aud to condema the Bleifted Memory of h# Father ; 
who Dy'd becauſe he could not Grant, what they demand now 
from his Royal Succeſſour. 


6. The Ground of their Pretzne,, # Scanlal and Unfitneſs: 


for the Miniltry zz the One Party ; Great Holyneſs , Ability , 
and Conſcience in the Other, which to allow , were to make 
Martyrdome , azd Loyalty Scandalous ;. and to give Treaſon, 
Faction, aud Eypocrifie ,. the Credit ani Reward of Ho- 
lynejſe. ( for That's the Difference betwixt thoſe that 


Ruin'd the Late King , and T hoſe that Periſh'd for him, which 


T wo are now the Queſtion. ) 
7. The very Style , and Manner of the Addreſſe , & Mena- 


cing, Lib:llous, and Mutinous : M:nicing , zz the Title ; 
[ A Petition for PEACE.] That #; no Peace without a 
Grant. Lib:llous , in. the way , and purpoſe of it. A 
Nameleis, Cloſe, aud Defamatory InveRive againſt Buhops: 
Mutinous z the Scope , and Conſequence ; 'tis an Appeal 
from the Supreme Power to the People. 

8. The Liberty they ask , Extends to any thing they ſhall 
call Conſcience : and Then what Crimes, ani Villanies ſhall 
Tag paſſe for Virtues, when every Malefactour 7 his own 

udge? | | 
9: To give theſe People what they ask us to allow the Reaion 


of their asking : and at once to reward one Injury, ad juttifie 


another. ; 
I0-. They plead the Peoples Cauſe without Commiſſion ; and 


what the Church ſty es Schiſme , They terme Religion; That, 
Chriſtian Liberty , which the Law calls Treaſon. 
- IT. 'Tis dangerous truſting of common Vow-breakers, and 


2ſt nnequal ro challenge abſolute Liberty, aud allow none, 
| i 
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12. The grant of one unreaſopable Requeſt, begets another, 
till at the laſt, it becomes unſafe to deny, by having parted with 
:99 much, ; 

13. The late War b:gan with a pretence of Reformation : aud 
with Reformation are we now. beginning again. It may very 
well-be , tbat the ſame perſons may mtend the ſame things , by 
the fame terms , and that they ſtill propoſe to aft by the ſame 
conſcience : which if they do, in common equity and prudence, 
they are not to be admitted. If otherwiſe , tl their Confeffion 
zs as publick as their Fault , they are not to be believed. ( 7 
ſpeak of Church-men more eſpecially.) 

14. 1f really the common people be d:ſaffetted to the Or- 
ders of the Church ; ſurely theſe Miniſters that preach'd them 
7nto theſe diſtempers , deſerve rather to be punith'd, than gra- 
tifi'd for ſo doizg. And that's the caſe. They themſe:ves firſt 
ftir up a factious hmer i» ihe Multitude , and then they call 
that Conſcience , which is nothing elſe but a miſguided Igno- 
rance of therr own procaring. EC 

15. While they p:eten1ts reform bad Laws, they deltroy 
900d ones ; noy , they oppoſe the very ſcope and benefit of 
Lay :t ſelf, common utility 4:4 concord : raking therr fickle 
and unquiet fancies, the Rule of that Authority , which better 
Reaſon meant expreſly for a curd of our licentious wandrings. 

1 6. Our Reformers place the lalt Appeal zz the People ; - ar 
excelent contrrvance,to make, Tnat Party Judee of every,thizg, 
which effeftually underſtands nothing. 

17. Whereas they gue Religion :» the caſe , ſuch a Reli- 
910n 't#5 , 45 the whole Chriſtian world cann't ſhew the fellow 
ont : rather to juſtifie thoſe outrages , which even Humanity 
zt ſelf abhors; than to admit thoſe univerſal Rights of Go- 
vernment , which all men z#: ſociety acknowledge, and ſubmit 
rs, but themſelves. 

18. A furious Buflle they make with the ſilly people , for fear 
of Popery. Let this be obſerv'd , The Church of Rome hath 
vain' more Engluh Proſelytes ( ten for one) during our Pres- 


byterian Tyranny , than in proportion of time it ever did un- 
der our Biſhops. And (till we loſe; { 1 would'I could nat ſay ) 


with Reaſon roo 5 for what's Presbytery, but a mare In 
| | | an 
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#xd Intolerable Popery ? { Bur all perſwaſtons have their more 
moderate, «xd their violent Parties, )-We talkof Fzſuits; What 
isa Je{uite, bt « Presbyterian Papitt ? or what a Presbytetian 
but a Reform'd Jeſuite ? : 
r9. Their Propoſitions «re an affront to the King, and « 
/ ſnare to the People. They ask. leave to alter the Common- 
\ prayer, 4nd they take leave to deſtroy it... They offer a new form, 
and they deſire it may be left tothe Miniſter's diſcretion which 
to'nfr.;-which being granted, the Miniſter is left ſtill at liberty 
to uſe neither. Thus do they play Falt and Looſe with his Ma- 
jeſty; enſnaring likewiſe the People with a lamentable pretence, . 
my they cannot obtain , what in effeft no martal can under- 
ſage: bo 
'. 20, \Let them now-get what they ask ; and they ſhall ſoox take 
p what they pleaſe : * for they onely defire , that they may do what 
they lift, and then judoe of their own doings. We all know what 
they have done, and call'd it Conſcience too ; ſo that their pre- 
ſent talk of Conſcience , gives #s no certainty of what they in- 
| tendro do, Aberefore.'tis ſafer to refuſe than trult them. 


Let me be taken (till to ſpeak with reverence to Authority - 
and truly I ſhall further yet ſubje&t my Reaſon to my Charity ; 
if any man will but do me th2 kindneſs to ſhew me onely one 
- publick; Prefedent,'where ever a Presbyterian Faition ,1na con- 
of teſt for:Powet, andunder no neceſſity, kepe faithwith any party. 
What were all Articles and Tres of: Honor, more then Bul- 
| raſhe s, when they could gain by breakzng them ? 


. How much T loathe theſe. brawlivg Arguments, I might ap- 
peal to the whole praftiſe of my life , wherein. I never yet put 
Pento Paper , to any man's diſhonor, that was not a profels'd 
\ exexsy to the King: nor have Iever printed the lealt ſyllable , 
but on a publick ſcore. ? 
'Tis now ' high time to erid this tedious wraxgle , which I 
muſt not abſolutely quit, till I hzve given ſomz Reaſons for 
engaging 1n 1t, 


Firſt, lum ty'd by Oath to the diſcovery of all Conſpiracies 
N againſt 


PTR: | 


84 


OY W- Ev dts pda 
—_ 


The Relapsd 4 poſtate. 
againſt his Meaje/iy, and by the QathY have taken, I judge this 


| her&/it queſtipyto'be afor{ ons; ©. -;- 


FT % eB awti C1 
F Next, a2 Subjett , 1 ain bound to do the King all:layvful 
ervice. Ks DG IOAT Be Ub. 
Thirdly, 1 look upon this Office, as a (mall Offeriag to m 
Cogatry ; *tis no great vamty , if I believe fome weak enough 
for me-to reach,- and 'yts a:rmth, that I as much deſire to. learn 
fromothers.” - THUS. fo 4G oben THEIR 
Fourthly, We are chatg'd with Ignorance and Scandal, 
( the OI Livery ) and I would have the world ta 
know, that Thoſe of the Cenſoriorms Cut are not all Saints and 
Philoſophers. ke At no al 
I might add for a Fifth Reaſon, that general good allowance 
which my well-weanng weakneſſes have tound weihthe'Keng 's 
Friends : from whoſe agreement of opinion , I receive great 
aſſurance and encouragement, n my poor wndertakzngs ; and in 
their Charity much Hovor. | rl 


But AU are not ſo ſatisfid: for at This Infant I.am' in- 
form'd of ſeveral mean defignes upon my Perſon , Freedoms , 
and Credzr, g1 

The firſ# amounts to zeth:ng. 

The Next I look upon but as the boiling of ſome 61d ranco- 
rous Humor againſt the King : — a Dream perchance of 
forty-foxr again, For ſure no other Perſans will condemn me 
Now, but thoſe that would have hang'd me T her. | 

As to the Third, I'm leaft of all ſollicitous; for perjur'd 
perſons are no proof in Law, and for the reft, I fear them not. 

Itwill be urg'd perhaps , What has this ſertbling Fellow to do 
with the publick, ? fd &: 

I cry ye mercy, Gentlemen. ' You count it nothing then , 
after ew Prent:ſhips (pentin the Royal Canſe, tobe: be/ſpatter'd 
by thoſe very perſons that overthrew it ? | 

This is the courſe of your Impfacable Diftempers : The Ca- 
valiers are abusd, axd the Prezbyterians complain. 


Give me leave onely to offer ye two or three Oneſtions, and 
I have done, ( The fir fan o/d.oze, but not yet: Reſolv's, x i 
Irft, 
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Firſt, V/Yithout Repentance can there be any Salvation? 
or, without Confeſſhon and Reſtitution, wy ave tance ? 

Secondly, VVhy will not you ſwear to obey Biſhops , as well 
as ye Covenanted to deftroy then ? and why meay not you as well 
be forc'd to take a lawful Oath , as yox forc'd others to a» Un- 
lawful one ? | 

Thirdly, VVhy ts it not as lawful for Bilhops to filence Pres. 
byterians, as for Presbyterians to extirpate Biſhops ? 


One Fool may ask, more Queſtions, than twemty VYiſe-men 
can a»{wer. : 


